Date

Dear XXX,

The XXX (district or association) would like to express our support of conservation funding in FY 2009 appropriations. Conservation districts work at the local level with a variety state and federal partners in the delivery of federal programs. Three key conservation programs that we support in FY 2009 appropriations are the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Conservation Technical Assistance (CTA) program, the U.S. Forest Service’s State and Private Forestry programs, and the Environmental Protection Agency’s 319 Nonpoint Source Grants program.

The CTA program provides a funding base that ensures the best technical and scientific knowledge is utilized when working with landowners to design and implement conservation plans. Funding for the CTA program remains critically low as demand for conservation planning across the country increases. Adequate funding for CTA ensures that each local conservation district has the flexibility to address natural resource concerns that are unique to their state or local area. We support a funding level of $888.890 million for the Conservation Operations account which includes CTA in the FY 2009 Agriculture Appropriations Bill.  Funding at this level will help ensure that the needs of local landowners are met when applying conservation practices on their land. Most importantly, this funding will provide for continued availability of conservation practices that ensure the countless public benefits of clean water and healthy soils.

Throughout the country, the demands on our forest lands continue to increase. Because of changes in land ownership, land use, and other growing natural resource concerns, funding is increasingly the critical component in continuing these benefits. To ensure this assistance continues to be available, we support $289.021 million in funding for State and Private Forestry programs in the Fiscal Year 2009 Interior Appropriations Bill.  The competitive resource allocation process put forward by the State and Private Forestry Redesign will ensure these funds address the national themes: conserve working forest landscapes, protect forests from harm and enhance public benefits from trees and forests.
The 319 Nonpoint Source Program addresses water pollution from diffuse sources that affect water quality. We support a funding level of $210.536 million for 319 Nonpoint Source Grants in the FY 2009 Interior Appropriations Bill.  This increase in funding will provide necessary support in addressing nonpoint source pollution, ensuring that local communities will continue to realize the benefits of clean water. The increased funding will also help leverage cost-share funding at the state and local level, providing added benefit for the federal dollars spent.
Thank you for your consideration of these requests. We look forward to working with you as we continue to provide the benefits of natural resource conservation in our state.

Sincerely,
