Date

Dear XXX,

The XXX (district or association) encourages your support of conservation funding in FY 2009 appropriations. Conservation districts work at the local level with a variety state and federal partners in the delivery of conservation programs.  
Three key programs that we support in FY 2009 appropriations are the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Conservation Technical Assistance (CTA) program, the U.S. Forest Service’s State and Private Forestry programs, and the Environmental Protection Agency’s 319 Nonpoint Source Grants program. These programs provide funding critical to the delivery of conservation practices which are beneficial to natural resources on a variety of land uses from rural to urban, to private and public. These programs help ensure that the needs of local landowners and managers are met when applying conservation practices on their land, and that the best technical and scientific knowledge is utilized in the design and implementation of conservation practices.
We support a funding level of $888.890 million for the Conservation Operations account which includes CTA in the FY 2009 Agriculture Appropriations Bill, $289.021 million in funding for State and Private Forestry programs and $210.536 million for 319 Nonpoint Source Grants in the FY 2009 Interior Appropriations Bill.
Thank you for your support of these programs for the continued protection of our natural resources.
Sincerely,

