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Community Conservation Resources





�





Your Local Contact


Our local conservation district can assist homeowners and communities. Working in partnership with state and federal agencies and the private sector, our district has a long history of on-the-ground conservation services.


We can…


(list your district assistance for community conservation in phrases)
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Street Address
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Telephone number 





Community Conservation Resources








The Conservation Partnership


�


Conservation/Natural Resource Districts (� HYPERLINK "http://www.nacdnet.org" ��www.nacdnet.org�)


Conservation districts (CD) are local units of state government, led by an elected citizen board, that develop and implement locally-driven solutions to natural resource concerns.  


�


State Conservation Agencies


(� HYPERLINK "http://nascanet.org" ��http://nascanet.org�)


State conservation agencies provide over-sight and training to the local districts along with access to state resources.





�


USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service (� HYPERLINK "http://www.nrcs.usda.gov" ��www.nrcs.usda.gov�)


The federal agency provides technical assistance based on sound science, in cooperation with local CDs. The agency also sponsors the Resource Conservation and Development Council program, which helps develop opportunities to sustain and improve communities, local economies, and natural resources.


Community Conservation Resources


A variety of processes and tools are available for community conservation efforts, including





Strategic Conservation Using the Green Infrastructure Approach


(� HYPERLINK "http://www.greeninfrastructure.net" ��www.greeninfrastructure.net�)


GI offers a strategic approach for prioritizing conservation opportunities and a planning framework for conservation and development.





Rapid Watershed Assessment


(� HYPERLINK "http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/rwa" ��www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/rwa�)


Focused more on rural and agricultural areas, RWA’s provide initial estimates of where conservation investments would best address the identified concerns.





Land Evaluation & Site Assessment


(� HYPERLINK "http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/lesa" ��www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/lesa�)


The LESA system provides a technical framework to numerically rank land parcels based on local resource evaluation and site considerations. 





(Title)


(District can add a tool and description or fill with a photo/graphic.)





What is community conservation?


Community conservation is the protection and improvement of the natural resources in a populated area, large or small. Individuals, when given technical information and assistance, can enhance the quality of their own communities by protecting the natural assets. In doing so, homeowners will enhance the environmental health and economic value of their own properties as well as those surrounding them.


Who can help?


There is a federal, state and local partnership – described in the next panel - that provides landowners and communities with the needed technical information and assistance.


What do they do?


The assistance that is provided, and who gives it, varies across the nation depending on local needs and available resources. Typically, field staff at the local level design conservation plans and/or recommend measures to address specific issues, using resources from the state and national levels.





Read the back panel for more specific information about local assistance and resources.











