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Animal Waste

Beef cattle, dairy cattle, hogs, and poultry all produce 
manure, which can be used to produce energy. Manure is 
typically categorized as liquid, slurry, or solid. In its solid 
state, manure can be burned for heating and cooking or to 
produce a gas for energy production. As a slurry, manure 
releases methane (CH4), which can be captured to produce 
heat, power, electricity, and biofuels.

2.5 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

There are many different types of woody biomass and ag-
ricultural biomass available for utilization for heat, power, 
electricity, fuel, and other bioproducts. Availability, cost, 
distance to the processing facility, end-product, and other 
factors will determine the feasibility of using any particular 
type of biomass for energy or other bioproducts production.
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Figure 14: Feedlot operations result in massive accumula-
tions of manure which can be used to produce energy. Photo 

courtesy of Brian Prechtel, Agricultural Research Service.
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