GENERIC MOU

AGREEMENT NO. _____________
 
(Insert Name of State)  SUPPLEMENT
TO
NATIONAL MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN THE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR  
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
(Insert Name of State) STATE OFFICE
AND THE 
(Insert Name of State Conservation District Association)
 

 

I.          Introduction
 
This Supplemental Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is hereby entered into by the United States Department of the Interior (DOI), Bureau of Land Management (BLM), (Insert Name of State) State Office, hereinafter referred to as the "BLM"; and the (Insert Name of State Conservation District Association), hereinafter referred to as the "(Insert appropriate abbreviation)".  Jointly, the BLM and the (Insert appropriate abbreviation) are hereinafter referred to as the "Parties."

 

II.        Background
 

This MOU supplements BLM MOU Washington Office (WO) 640-2006-04, dated January 31, 2006, between the BLM and the National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD), which provides for a cooperative working relationship between the NACD and the BLM and encourages a similar working relationship at the State level to address specific issues of regional or local concern to both Parties. 

 

III.       Purposes
 

The purposes of this MOU are intended to provide the foundation for a cooperative working relationship between the (Insert appropriate abbreviation) and the BLM:

 

            A.        To form a framework for mutual cooperation that shall support the common goals and interests in managing, developing and protecting Federal and private land and water resources in an environmentally and economically sound manner, consistent with the applicable statutory and regulatory requirements of both Parties.

 

            B.         The (Insert appropriate abbreviation) provides guidance and advice on conservation practices on private lands and has common interests with adjacent Federal land managers on joint resource conservation projects. Such cooperation is in the interest of the citizens of the State of (Insert Name of State).

 

IV.       Authorities
 

Nothing in this MOU alters or supersedes the authorities and responsibilities of any of the Parties on any matter under their respective jurisdictions.

 

            A.        The authorities of the BLM to enter into this MOU include, but are not


 limited to:

 

                        1.         Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976, 43 U.S.C. 1701



 et seq.

 

                                    a.         Section 302 of FLPMA, 43 U.S.C. 1732, requires the Secretary to manage public lands under the principles of multiple use and sustained yield. Accordingly, BLM encourages soil and water conservation on these public lands.

 

                                    b.         Section 307(b) of FLPMA, 43 U.S.C. 1737, authorizes the Secretary to cooperate with others in conducting studies; to accept contributions, donations and volunteer services; and enter into contracts and cooperative agreements involving the management, protection, development, and sale of public lands.

 

            B.         The authorities of the (Insert appropriate abbreviation) to enter into this MOU include, but are not limited to:

 

                        1.         The (Insert appropriate abbreviation) is a non-profit organization incorporated to join together and assist (Insert Name of State)'s Natural Resource Conservation Districts, organized pursuant to (Insert Name of State) Statute (identify statute if applicable), that has common responsibilities to conserve the lands, soil and water resources, and the renewable resources dependant on those resources.  The (Insert appropriate abbreviation) is governed by an Executive Committee consisting of members of Conservation District Boards in the State of (Insert Name of State).

 

V.        Roles and Responsibilities
 

            A.        BLM responsibilities:

 

                        1.         BLM resource professionals will provide technical assistance to the (Insert appropriate abbreviation), as appropriate, in furtherance of its mission of managing the public lands.

 

                        2.         Provide technical support and, through separate agreements, fiscal and administrative support to local (Insert Name of State) Conservation Districts, as appropriate, in furtherance of its mission of managing the public lands.     

 

                        3.         Support the development of, and implement, specific plans of action for cooperative conservation activities on public land that can benefit neighboring private land resources.

 

            B.         (Insert appropriate abbreviation) responsibilities:

 

                        1.         Support the efforts of local conservation districts in encouraging sound forest and rangeland management through the locally led conservation process.

 

                        2.         Support the development of and implement specific plans of action for cooperative conservation activities on private land that can benefit neighboring public land resources.

 

            C.        The Parties responsibilities:

 

                        1.         Cooperate in the exchange of BLM and (Insert appropriate abbreviation) program, technical, and scientific information in the interest of implementing this MOU.

 

                        2.         Identify information gaps which, if filled, will benefit cooperating parties and provide opportunities for field application of the best available science as well as appropriate new technology.

 

                        3.         Conduct program and technical coordination meetings, as necessary.

                        

                        4.         Initiate joint planning studies and demonstration projects, as appropriate.

 

                        5.         Conduct training, conferences, seminars and education programs, together or in partnership with other parties, as appropriate. Use of Federal funds in support of training is subject to applicable regulations.  Federal employee participation in training sessions funded by the (Insert appropriate abbreviation) without charge to the Federal government will be in accordance with the requirements of 5 CFR 410, Subpart E, which addresses the acceptance of contributions, awards or payments from non-government organizations as related to training.

 

                                    

VI.       Representatives
 

The Parties shall designate liaisons and technical experts at the local level, as appropriate, through individual BLM District and/or Field Managers and the applicable Natural Resources Conservation District.

VII.     Funding 
 

This MOU does not obligate any funds from any Party.

 

            A.  Subject to the availability of funds, each Party agrees to fund their own expenses associated with the implementation of this MOU.  

 

            B.   Nothing contained herein shall be construed as obligating any Federal Party to any expenditure or obligation of funds in excess or in advance of appropriations, in accordance with the Anti-Deficiency Act, 31 U.S.C. § 1341.

 

VIII.    Implementation, Amendment, and Termination
 

            A.        This MOU is effective upon signature by the final approving official indicated below.

 

            B.         This MOU will expire on (insert appropriate date), unless terminated, extended, or renewed in writing.  The terms or conditions of such extension or renewal will be in writing and require the signature of the BLM State Director and (Insert appropriate abbreviation) Executive Director.

 

            C.        This MOU may be amended through written agreement of all signatories.  Copies of the amendment must be provided to the Parties of this agreement and to the BLM (Insert Name of State) State Office, Central Files for inclusion in the official file.

 

            D.        This MOU may be terminated prior to the expiration date by providing 30 calendar days written notice of termination to the other Party.

 

            E.         During the performance of this MOU, the participants agree to abide by the terms of Executive Order 11246 of Sept. 24, 1965 (as amended),on non-discrimination and will not discriminate against any person because of race, age, color, religion, gender, national origin or disability.

 

            F.         No member of, or delegate to Congress, shall be admitted to any share or part of this agreement, or to any benefit that may arise there from, but these provisions shall not be construed to extend to this agreement if made with a corporation for its general benefits.

 

            G.        Nothing in this agreement may be interpreted as an official endorsement of any (Insert appropriate abbreviation) policy, process or publication by the United States or the BLM.  The (Insert appropriate abbreviation) will not take any action or make any statement, press releases and /or published advertisement which suggest or imply such an endorsement.

 

            H.        Issuance of any statements, press releases, advertisements, public service announcements, and similar communications regarding this MOU and activities hereunder will be done jointly between BLM and (Insert appropriate abbreviation) and be approved by both Parties prior to release.  Such coordination is to ensure compliance with the provisions of Executive Order 12731 and applicable regulations regarding endorsement, including 5 C.F.R. 2635.702.

 

            I.          BLM employees will not vote on (Insert appropriate abbreviation) committee decisions.

 

IX.       Records 
 
            A.  Any records or documents generated as a result of this MOU shall become part of the official record maintained and controlled by the Party that originated creation of the document or that has ownership of the information.  

 

            B.   Any requests for release of records associated with the implementation of this MOU to anyone outside of the Parties must be determined based on applicable laws including the Freedom of Information Act and Privacy Act.

 
X.        Signatures
 

All signatories have delegated authority to enter into this MOU.  The Parties hereto have executed this MOU on the dates shown below.

 

 

 

Bureau of Land Management:
 

 

 

                                                                                                Date                                                 
(Insert Name), State Director

 

 

 

 

(Insert Name of State Conservation District Association):
 

 

 

                                                                                                Date                                                 
(Insert Name), President
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