FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: (INSERT CONTACT INFO)

DISTRICT LEADERS LOOK TO THE FUTURE OF CONSERVATION

WASHINGTON, D.C.—July 22, 2010—The impact of grassroots (locally-led) conservation efforts was felt on Capitol Hill yesterday as representatives from (DISTRICT NAME) and others across the nation visited with their Congressional leaders as part of the National Association of Conservation Districts’ (NACD) 2010 Legislative Conference this week in Washington, D.C. 

More than 150 NACD members from almost every state and territory came together for four days of networking, learning and informational briefings from federal agencies, partners and Congressional staff. Participants met with lawmakers to discuss conservation policy issues and attended NACD’s annual Congressional Reception.

Leaders heard from USDA Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack, who spoke about the importance of strengthening the American agricultural economy, revitalizing rural communities, protecting and conserving natural resources and providing a safe, sufficient and nutritious food supply for the country.

(NAME OF DISTRICT OFFICIAL(S)) represented (DISTRICT/STATE ASSOCATION NAME) at the event. “Our time in Washington was well-spent,” (DISTRICT OFFICIAL LAST NAME) said. “Secretary Vilsack recognized conservation districts as the best vehicle to deliver conservation, and we were able to reinforce that message when meeting with our legislators.”

The conference provided (DISTRICT OFFICIAL LAST NAME) an opportunity to interact with key decision-makers and to help shape conservation policy for private, working lands. (He/She) met with (LIST OF NAMES OF REPRESENTATIVES/SENATORS) to discuss the funding provisions for the 2012 Farm Bill budget, important details about climate change, appropriations requests for the various government-funded conservation, agriculture and forestry programs, as well as the need for locally-led conservation in (STATE).

“Our summer meeting is critical for members,” said NACD President Steve Robinson. “Our conference informs our national association about their priority policy concerns and strengthens relationships with members of congress. We were pleased with the turnout and with the enthusiastic participation of our members.”

Conference attendees also heard from David White, Chief of the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS); Jonathan Coppess, Administrator of the Farm Service Agency; representatives from the House and Senate Agriculture Committees, climate change experts and members of Congress.

Additional conference details are available on NACD’s website at www.nacdnet.org. 

# # #

(REPLACE PARAGRAPH WITH STANDARD DISTRICT/STATE PARAGRAPH) The National Association of Conservation Districts is the non-profit organization that represents the nation's 3,000 conservation districts and 17,000 men and women who serve on their governing boards. For almost 70 years, local conservation districts have worked with cooperating landowners and managers of private working lands to help them plan and apply effective conservation practices. NACD's website is at www.nacdnet.org.)

