FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE




CONTACT: (INSERT CONTACT INFO)

CONSERVATION LEADERS BRING GRASSROOTS MESSAGE TO CAPITOL HILL
CITY, STATE—July XX, 2011—The impact of grassroots conservation efforts was felt on Capitol Hill as representatives from (DISTRICT NAME) and others across the nation visited with their Congressional leaders as part of the National Association of Conservation Districts’ (NACD) 2011 Legislative Conference, July 18th – 19th in Washington, D.C. 

More than 100 NACD members from almost every state and territory came together for two days of networking, informational briefings and meetings with their representatives on Capitol Hill. 
(NAME OF DISTRICT OFFICIAL(S)) represented (DISTRICT/STATE ASSOCATION NAME) at the event.  (ADD QUOTE FROM DISTRICT OFFICIAL.)
The conference provided (DISTRICT OFFICIAL LAST NAME) an opportunity to interact with key decision-makers and to help shape conservation policy for private, working lands. (He/She) met with (LIST OF NAMES OF REPRESENTATIVES/SENATORS) to discuss the funding provisions for the 2012 Farm Bill budget, appropriations requests for the various government-funded conservation, agriculture and forestry programs, as well as the need for locally-led conservation in (STATE).

The NACD Board of Directors also approved its 2012 Farm Bill Principles during the conference, which will guide the organization in its advocacy efforts. For more information, visit: www.nacdnet.org/news/newsroom/releases/2011/07-20-11.html. 
Conference attendees also heard from USDA Under Secretary for Natural Resources and the Environment Harris Sherman; Acting Associate Chief of the Natural Resources Conservation Service Homer Wilkes; U.S. Forest Service Chief Tom Tidwell; Deputy Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency Bob Perciasepe; Bureau of Land Management Deputy Director Marcilynn Burke; representatives from the House and Senate Agriculture Committees; and a special Farm Bill panel. For photos, visit: www.flickr.com/photos/nacd/sets/72157627101624759/.
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