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For Immediate Release

Contact:  [name]
[office phone and extension]
[email]
[cellular phone/optional]
[District here] can help rural homeowners lower the risks of wildfire
The 2007 fire season has ravaged all sections of the country, having claimed homes in Florida, Georgia, New Jersey and California.  Local conservation districts can help rural homeowners safeguard their homes against the dangers of wildfire.
Here are a few tips landowners should be aware of:

Does emergency equipment have a clear 12-foot wide, 15-foot high clear route of entry to house? Is the roof Class-A asphalt shingle, are the windows double pane and tempered glass? Landowners should also remove plants within 30-feet of the house that are high in resins, oils and waxes, and use plants that are high in moisture content.  
“Every rural homeowner should take a few minutes right away and ask themselves if emergency vehicles have easy access to their property, is landscaping pruned and appropriately spaced, are potential fuels moved away from the home,” said [insert District contact here]. “Take time to look at construction materials, walks and irrigation systems.”
One thing the district can offer homeowners is information on Firewise, a multi-agency program involving homeowners, community leaders, planners, developers, and others in an effort to protect people, property, and natural resources from the risk of wildland fire.
The [insert District name here] offers the following services: [insert your district’s services here]

For more information on how your local district can help establish a Firewise Community, please contact [insert District contact and phone/email information here]. To learn more about Firewise, visit http://www.firewise.org.
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