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For Immediate Release

Contact:  [name]
[office phone and extension]
[email]
[cellular phone/optional]
Catastrophic wildfire poses a threat to our treasured wildlife
The annual costs to suppress catastrophic wildfire are considerable, whether it’s the homes that perish or the costs involved in adequately supporting our fire-fighting teams. But something that does not show on the balance sheet is the incalculable costs incurred by the wildlife whose habitat is destroyed.
Here are a few examples:

• Fire, used as a forest management tool, can benefit certain wildlife species. However, catastrophic wildfires can damage wildlife populations and even threaten endangered wildlife species. Not all of the damage is evident as massive flames overrunning wildlife.  It also includes burning up den trees, nesting sites, and sources of food and cover.
• Without forest cover, soil erosion greatly increases and can clog stream channels damaging fish and other aquatic populations.  

• Over 90 percent of the Mexican spotted owl’s habitat was lost in the Los Alamos Fire in New Mexico or California, when 11 spotted owl nesting sites were lost between 1999 and 2002 because of wildfire.

Conservation districts can help. District leaders are able to identify areas of concern and employ measures to reduce the threat of wildfire. These measures can preserve the lands and wildlife we all appreciate, and eliminate the considerable costs of suppression.
The [insert District name here] offers the following services: [insert your district’s services here]

For more information on how your local district can help reduce the threat of wildfire, please contact [insert District contact and phone/email information here].
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