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Program Background and Benefits 

EQIP is one of the most widely recognized and popular of all the Farm Bill conservation 
programs.   The Agriculture Act of 2014 (Farm Bill) recognized the importance of the program 
by authorizing mandatory funding that would incrementally return the program to the $1.75 
billion annual authorization that existed, but was never achieved in the 2008 Farm Bill.  

 EQIP is essentially the foundation of voluntary conservation incentives for agriculture and 
forest producers on private lands conservation.   

 The program's authorities allow it to be adapted to the wide variety of problems and 
conservation needs across this entire nation including; conservation compliance, wetlands 
conservation, nutrient management systems, animal waste management systems, or the 
whole farm premier conservation systems of the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP).  

 The program is essential to beginning and socially disadvantaged farmers in establishing the 
conservation practices necessary to protect their land and create an enterprise that will 
sustain them and their families for future generations. 

 The growing world population of nine billion by 2050 will require an affordable, safe and 
abundant supply of food, fiber and fuel.  EQIP is one of the most effective tools available to 
help producers cope with the growing pressure on our natural resources. 

 The new Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) has generated excitement all 
over the country.  The program draws the bulk of its resources from a 7% contribution from 
EQIP, CSP, and the Agricultural Conservation Easement Program.  Cuts to EQIP would 
reduce the available funding for this new and innovative tool that leverages non-federal 
resources for conservation. 
 

NACD Support 

NACD calls on Congress to maintain ALL Farm Bill conservation program funding at the levels 
authorized in the Agriculture Act of 2014.  The conservation community supported the 
streamlining, program consolidation, and reductions in spending encompassed in the Act in the 
spirit of good faith that these investments would be honored for the term of the Farm Bill. 
Specifically, Congress should let the Act's mandatory appropriation of $1.65 billion stand for FY 
2016.  

Appropriations for FY 2016 

Program Agriculture Act of 2014 
– FY 2016 Funding 

FY 2015 President’s 
Budget 

NACD FY 2016 Request 

EQIP $1.65 billion $1.277 billion To remain at $1.65 billion 
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