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Farm Bill Funding 

NACD opposes re-opening any title of the Farm Bill during the consideration of the 2016 Budget 
Resolution and strongly urges Congress to refrain from including reconciliation instructions for 
either the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry or for the House Committee 
on Agriculture. These Committees have already done the hard work of delivering bipartisan cuts, 
and the farm and food community has experienced substantial cuts as a contribution to the goal of 
deficit reduction. 

Importance of Conservation Title Funding 

The 2014 Farm Bill required over three years of debate in both chambers of Congress and 
ultimately ended with the consolidation of over 100 programs and cuts to mandatory spending 
across many titles, including the elimination of the direct payment program. These cuts came in 
addition to those already in effect due to sequestration. The Conservation Title alone saw the 
consolidation of 23 programs to 13 programs which put a lot more strain on already tight budgets 
and over-subscribed programs.  

We call on Congress to maintain ALL Farm Bill conservation program funding for Fiscal Year 2016 
at the levels authorized in the Agriculture Act of 2014.  The conservation community supported 
the streamlining, program consolidation, and reductions in spending encompassed in the Act in 
the spirit of good faith that these investments would be honored for the term of the Farm Bill. 

With a growing world population of nine billion by 2050 we will require an affordable, safe and 
abundant supply of food, fiber and fuel. These 13 conservation programs are some of the most 
effective tools available to help producers cope with the growing pressure on our natural 
resources while feeding the expanding population. Continued cuts to these programs would set a 
dangerous precedent at a time when voluntary, incentive-based conservation of our nation's 
natural resources is of upmost importance. 

Maintain FY16 Funding for Conservation Title Programs   

1) Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)  

2) Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)  

3) Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)  

4) Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP)  

5) Agriculture Conservation Easement Program (ACEP)  

6) Soil and Water Resources Conservation Program  

7) Terminal Lakes Assistance Program  

  
 

 

 

  8) Emergency Watershed Protection Program  

  9) Agriculture Conservation Experienced Services Program  

10) Voluntary Public Access and Habitat Incentives Program  

11) Grassroots, Source Water Protection Program  

12) Conservation on Private Land Program  

13) Small Watershed Rehabilitation Program 
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