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Public lands are held in trust, to be devoted to the highest possible use for the good of all the 
people, recognizing sustained yield and multiple-use of renewable and nonrenewable natural 
resources as basic principles of public land use and management. Proper management is critical to 
the success and overall health of both private and public land. 

Endangered Species Act 

NACD supports legislative updates to improve and modernize the Endangered Species Act (ESA) to 
reflect current scientific wildlife management principles. NACD supports local management of 
habitat and species, rather than a top-down approach, and conservation districts are helping 
producers create habitat for endangered, threatened, and candidate species, including the Lesser 
Prairie-Chicken, Greater Sage Grouse, and others. Ongoing conservation work is effectively 
contributing to the recovery of species through programs such as Working Lands for Wildlife 
Initiative, which includes coordination between the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
and the Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS).  Through proactive, voluntary, locally led conservation 
practices, stakeholders have collaborated to enhance both the health of the land and recovery of 
species.  

Districts leverage federal, state, and private resources for on-the-ground conservation. The ESA 
should allow for flexibility for producers and other entities to voluntarily manage their land to 
promote habitat for listed and candidate species. Decisions made under the ESA should be made 
based on sound scientific principles and processes as required by the law.   

Feral Swine Management 

NACD supports efforts by USDA and Interior agencies to eradicate feral swine species on state, 
federal and private lands. The USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) conducts 
critical management activities to mitigate damages caused by Feral Swine across the nation; these 
invasive species are associated with an estimated $1.5 billion annually in damages to pastures, 
agricultural crops, and other natural areas. NACD encourages funding the USDA APHIS Wildlife 
Services program at $99 million—the full amount recommended in the President’s FY2016 
Budget—and supports legislation aimed to allow U.S. land management agencies further resources 
for the management of growing Feral Swine populations.  

Wild Horse and Burro 

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and the US Forest Service (USFS) are authorized to oversee 
the management, protection, and control of wild horse and burro found on public lands. The 
estimated population of horses and burros on public land greatly exceeds the appropriate 
management levels. On the range, horse and burro populations increase by approximately 20% 
annually. Without removal by federal agencies, these populations will not receive proper 
management and continue to grow. The land which wild horses inhabit must be managed for 
multiple uses; this overpopulation problem is placing strain on the health of native rangelands and 
species, threatens livestock grazing, and does not wisely use taxpayer funds. NACD urges Congress 
to engage the BLM and USFS and support necessary actions to appropriately manage the wild horse 
and burro populations, ensuring the goals of the Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971 
are sustained.  
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