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Longleaf Pine Restoration 
Longleaf pine forests provide valuable economic opportunities for landowners, critical habitat 
for native plants and animals, and are more resistant to fire, storm events, and forest pests 
than other southern pines. While longleaf pine forests once covered 90 million acres from 
Virginia to Texas, they were reduced to roughly 4% of that total.  

Range-Wide Conservation Plan – Interagency Collaboration 
The Range-Wide Conservation Plan for Longleaf Pine was released in 2009 establishing an 
ambitious goal to increase longleaf pine forests to 8 million acres and improve the condition of 
existing longleaf pine forests. Federal agencies, including the U.S. Forest Service, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Department of Defense, Natural Resource Conservation Service and Farm 
Services Agency, played a leadership role in the development of the plan. 

America’s Longleaf Restoration Initiative  
Since the release of the Conservation Plan, a strong partnership of agencies and organizations 
joined forces in an effort referred to as America’s Longleaf Restoration Initiative (ALRI). 
Conservation districts and NACD have played an active role in these efforts.  

Through these conservation efforts, longleaf pine forests are recovering; current estimates 
place longleaf pine forests nearing 4.7 million acres. An estimated 153,000 acres of longleaf was 
established in 2014, exceeding ALRI’s short-term annual goal. Approximately 120,000 of these 
acres were established on private lands.  

NACD encourages a continued emphasis on the following programs due to the economic 
opportunity, critical habitat, and proven resilience of Longleaf Pine forests.  

 Forest Stewardship Program (FSP) - provides planning assistance to private landowners and 
encourages landowners to become more involved with managing their forests, including 
native longleaf pines.  

 Collaborative Landscape Restoration Program (CFLRP) - implemented successfully to 
restore longleaf habitat in Mississippi (DeSoto NF) and Florida (Osceola NF). An audit of the 
Osceola CFLRP project (Accelerating Longleaf) revealed that every $1 invested in the project 
generated $2.40 in economic activity.   

 Department of Defense, REPI Buffers Program – helps secure national defense by insuring 
compatible land uses around military installations through conservation easements. 

Program FY 2014 Final FY 2015 Final FY 2016 President’s 
Budget 

NACD Request 

FSP $22.4 million $23 million $23.05 $29 million 

CFLRP $59 million $60 million $60 million $60 million 

REPI Buffers $60.2 million $58.5 million $60.25 $75 million 
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