
This is an NACD document for your use in sharing consistent messaging with Members of Congress and Staff. 
 
WHO ARE YOU?  

 Identify yourself, your conservation district and your state (highlight specifically if you are in his/her Congressional 
District).  

 Explain what a conservation district is:  
o Conservation Districts are a critical link to the success of implementing conservation in America.  
o We are the local part of the conservation-delivery system for private working lands.  
o Districts are the local authority to set work priorities, help producers implement practices with accountability, 

provide resource support for delivery, and bring partnerships and coalitions together.  

 Give one or two examples of successful projects carried out by your district at the local level. (Use pictures!) 

WHY SHOULD IT MATTER TO THEM?  

 Congress needs to determine whether conservation and protection of natural resources today is more important than 
the escalated costs of repair in the future.  

o Think of it in terms of routine car maintenance: Would you rather pay for an oil change today, or three years 
later be forced to spend 100 times the cost of an oil change to have the engine replaced?  

o Highlight a few resource concerns in your District. (Soil health, CWA , ESA, EAJA – look at issue papers) 

 Give one or two examples of conservation practices implemented with help from your district to address resource 
concerns. (Please use pictures!) 

WHAT IS YOUR “ASK” or “REQUEST”?  

1. 2016 Appropriations: we need support for our funding requests for the Fiscal Year 2016 Appropriations Bill. 

 In addition to fully funding authorized levels of Farm Bill Title II programs, we prioritize these accounts: 
o Conservation Operations at $846 million 
o 319 Nonpoint Source at $164.9 million 
o Watershed Rehabilitation at $85 million 
o Watershed Operations at $300 million 
o State & Private Forestry at $237 million 

 It's extremely important that we protect conservation funding – because conservation programs provide a strong risk 
management tool -- mitigating risk for producers, landowners, homeowners, and society in general.  

 This past year, we have seen severe weather events, from intense drought to extreme snowfall and rainfall and 
conservation has been vital in reducing losses of soil, crops and nutrients – it’s important to support the programs that 
make implementation possible.  

2.            Concurrent Resolution (H.Con.Res. 30): we would like your support as a cosponsor on our resolution recognizing the 

importance of soil health and local delivery of conservation through conservation districts.  

 

 We ask that your Member sign on to our concurrent resolution as a cosponsor. We think Congress should acknowledge 
work done by conservation districts to sustain natural resources, meet the needs of a growing population, and ensure 
affordable, safe and abundant food, fiber, feed and fuel for current and future generations. 

 Publicize that it has been declared by the United Nations as the International Year of Soils and that this year is the 80th 
anniversary of the Soil Conservation Act which was the enacting legislation for the creation of soil and water 
conservation districts!  

Conclusion: emphasis that locally-led, incentive-based conservation practices are the key to protecting our natural resources 
across the diversity of the landscape. THE BOTTOM LINE IS CONSERVATION IS A LONG-TERM INVESTMENT THAT WE MUST 
MAKE TODAY IN ORDER TO AVOID THE ESCALATED COSTS OF REPAIR IN THE FUTURE!   

*Be sure to download NACD one-pagers (http://www.nacdnet.org/policy/issue-papers)and give to legislators and staff for more 
information on specific issues.  

http://www.nacdnet.org/policy/issue-papers

