
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 
Fiscal Year 2017 Appropriations 

Conservation Operations and Conservation Technical Assistance 

Conservation Operations (CO), which includes Conservation Technical Assistance (CTA), is administered 
by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). It helps landowners become better stewards of 
their natural resources by assisting them with resource assessment, practical designs, planning and 
monitoring of conservation practices. Other programs included in CO are the snow survey, soil survey, 
grazing lands conservation initiative, plant material centers, and support for all NRCS computers.  

Importance of Conservation Title Funding 

The Agriculture Act of 2014 consolidated conservation programs from 23 to 13 and cut $6 billion in 
funding. Continued cuts to these programs will set a dangerous precedent at a time when voluntary, 
incentive-based conservation is vital. We call on Congress to maintain all Farm Bill conservation 
program funding for fiscal year 2017 at the levels authorized in the Agriculture Act of 2014. 

Watershed Operations and Small Watershed Rehabilitation 

The collective Watershed Program benefits communities and helps strengthen the economy. It 
represents the potential for the perfect blend of natural resource protection and the creation of 
economic opportunity in rural areas. The program also addresses the impacts of changing climate 
conditions and the subsequent visible changes in weather patterns. Districts use the flexibility offered 
by the program to successfully address resource concerns and require the financial and long-term 
technical assistance to manage and rehabilitate existing projects and to plan and implement new ones.   

State and Private Forestry Programs  

State and Private Forestry (S&PF) programs are administered by the Forest Service. The agency works 
with a broad range of forestry organizations, conservation districts, and others to address the 
protection and management of forested lands. S&PF provides funds to help sustain the nation’s forests 
and prevent harm caused by forest pests, invasive species, and wildfires.  

319 Nonpoint Source Grants 

Section 319 of the Clean Water Act establishes a grant program to assist in mitigating nonpoint source 
pollution. The Environmental Protection Agency awards grants to states, territories, and tribes to 
support water quality activities including: technical and financial assistance, education and training, 
technology transfer, demonstration projects, and monitoring. These grants increase the utilization of 
agricultural best management practices, low impact development, and stormwater management. 

Program FY 2015 Final FY 2016 Final FY 2017 President’s Budget NACD Request 
CTA $846 million $850.9 million $860.374 million $860.374 million 
Watershed Operations $0 $0 $0 $400 million 
Watershed Rehabilitation $12 million $12 million $0 $100 million 
S&PF $233 million $237 million $234 million $237 million 
319 Nonpoint Source  $159.25 million $164.9 million $164.9 million $164.9 million 
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