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Background 

The western United States has experienced devastating wildfire seasons in recent years. This 
past fire season was the most expensive on record, costing the USDA Forest Service $1.71 
billion, or just below 55 percent of the Forest Service’s entire annual budget—accounting for 
more than triple its portion from just twenty years ago.  

Wildfire Management 

While the wildfires in Alaska, California, and Washington were front and center in the news this 
year, wildfires are not just a regional issue–they are a national issue. The growing cost of 
wildfire suppression and the need for the Forest Service to maintain a balanced budget has 
resulted in the Forest Service having to implement the practice of fire borrowing or fire 
transfers. Fire borrowing is the practice of halting other programs, including fire prevention 
efforts, in order to free up additional money to fund the fire suppression. The decrease in 
funding to fire prevention programs has led to an excessive buildup of fuels, particularly in the 
woody plant communities, which in turn makes suppressing wildfires that much harder.  

Proper land management and post-fire emergency recovery efforts are essential to conserve 
America’s forests as well as surrounding natural and cultural resources. NACD fully supports 
increased funding for wildfire prevention, management and restoration of our public forests 
and rangelands and continues to work to ensure that federal policies support the uninhibited 
flow of vital information between agencies and partners that will allow natural resource 
concerns to be addressed, private and public property protected, and all life, especially human, 
fully cared for. 

Wildfire Disaster Funding Act 

NACD urges Congress to reconsider Senator Wyden and Representative Simpson’s Wildfire 
Disaster Funding Act (S.235 and H.R.167), to protect our forests and enable the Forest Service 
to effectively run all their programs to actively manage forestlands and mitigate wildfire 
damage. The legislation allows for the use of off-budget funding sources similar to funding for 
other natural disasters when USDA or Department of Interior wildfire suppression expenses 
exceed seventy percent of the ten year average. Without a change in the status-quo the fuel 
accumulation with continue and the intensity of fires will only increase. S.235 and H.R.167 
provide a positive step in changing previous negative forest management policies.  
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