
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) promotes conservation on private, working lands through 
incentive-based, voluntary programs that help producers promote healthy soil, clean air and water, and 
wildlife habitat on their operations. Local conservation districts work closely with NRCS to provide technical 
assistance to landowners and implement these programs countrywide. 

Farmers, ranchers, and forest-owners throughout the nation voluntarily participate in these programs and 
Congress has continued to show its support for this voluntary, locally-driven method of on-the-ground 
conservation delivery through farm bill conservation programs. 

The Problem 

Unfortunately, many landowners who are interested in participating in these programs face federal reporting 
requirements that can be time consuming and hard to navigate. The Federal Funding Accountability and 
Transparency Act requires entities who do business with the federal government to obtain a Data Universal 
Numbering System (DUNS) number and register with the federal government’s System for Award 
Management (SAM). The requirement to annually register with SAM can act as a barrier to implementing 
conservation practices. 

Current law allows “individuals” to be exempted from these requirements, but producers who have organized 
their operations as business entities are inadvertently required to meet these mandates. The intent of this law 
was to allow the public to hold the federal government accountable with large government contacts, not 
burden producers who are trying to conserve natural resources with help from NRCS.  

Applying this regulation to farmers and ranchers further complicates conservation delivery and can 
discourage people from participating in conservation altogether. Additionally, since this reporting system is 
done electronically requiring internet access, many rural producers are put at a disadvantage.  

The Solution 

On February 13, 2017, Sens. Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn., and John Boozman, R-Ark., introduced the Improving 
Access to Farm Conservation Act (S. 364). On February 16, 2017, Reps. Ann M. Kuster, D-N.H., and Rick 
Crawford, R-Ark., introduced the House companion bill (H.R. 1163). These bills would exempt any NRCS cost-
share recipient from complying with the SAM/DUNS reporting requirements. Removing the burden of these 
regulations will help producers implement crucial conservation practices across our nation’s working lands. 

To co-sponsor, please contact Brian Werner in Sen. Klobuchar’s office at brian_werner@klobuchar.senate.gov; 
Blake Rollins in Sen. Boozman’s office at blake_rollins@boozman.senate.gov; Travis Krogman in Rep. Kuster’s 
office at travis.krogman@mail.house.gov; or Chris Jones in Rep. Crawford’s office at 
chris.jones@mail.house.gov.  
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Have questions? Contact Coleman Garrison, NACD director of government affairs, at 
coleman-garrison@nacdnet.org, or consult NACD’s website: www.nacdnet.org 

Please co-sponsor the Improving Access to Farm Conservation Act to remove 
burdensome regulations from our nation’s farmers and ranchers. 




