
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 
Regulatory Issues, Voluntary Solutions  

Natural resource issues are best addressed locally through voluntary approaches. Pressures on land, water, 
and wildlife management can be mitigated by working cooperatively with landowners and land managers. 
Properly managed voluntary solutions are critical to the success and health of private and public lands.  

Voluntary Conservation Programs 

NACD supports legislative updates to improve and modernize the Endangered Species Act (ESA) to reflect 
current scientific wildlife management principles. NACD supports local management of habitat and species, 
rather than a top-down approach. Conservation districts are already leading local efforts by helping 
producers create habitat for endangered, threatened, and candidate species. Through voluntary, locally-led 
conservation practices, stakeholders have collaborated to enhance both the health of the land and 
recovery of species, including the New England Cottontail, Lesser Prairie-Chicken and Greater Sage-Grouse. 

Invasive Species 

The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) conducts critical activities to mitigate damages 
caused by invasive species such as feral swine. NACD encourages keeping funding for the APHIS Wildlife 
Service program at the fiscal year 2016 level of $120 million. NACD supports the use of native species in 
recovery and restoration and urges the Departments of Agriculture and Interior, and other relevant 
agencies, to develop and disseminate geographically specific lists of recommendations on what to plant and 
what not to plant to help guide recovery and restoration efforts and to avoid using invasive species. 

Wild Horse and Burro 

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and the US Forest Service (USFS) are authorized to oversee the 
management, protection, and control of wild horse and burros found on public lands. The estimated 
population of horses and burros on public land greatly exceeds the appropriate management levels. 
Without removal by federal agencies, these populations will not receive proper management and continue 
to grow. The burgeoning population on public lands threatens natural rangeland ecosystems, native fish, 
wildlife, plants, livestock grazing, horse and burro well-being, and taxpayer funds. NACD urges Congress to 
engage the BLM and USFS and support necessary actions to appropriately manage the wild horse and burro 
populations, ensuring the goals of the Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971 are sustained.  

Clean and Abundant Water Issues 
• Waters of the US—NACD supports legislative repeal of the WOTUS rule and opposes any new 

regulation adopted by the Environmental Protection Agency or Army Corps of Engineers that expands 
jurisdiction. 

• Drought—Conservation and management of water quantities is key to maintaining a sufficient supply 
for multiple uses. NACD encourages the integration of drought planning into the national effort to 
mitigate the far-reaching impacts of drought. 

• Soil Health—Soil health minimizes the impacts of environmental and weather conditions to provide a 
consistent food, fuel, and feed supply for the future. Sound conservation planning coupled with 
financial assistance through farm bill conservation programs are important to improving soil health. 
They also address some of the technical and financial risks associated with practices that increase 
organic matter, water infiltration, water-holding capacity, and nutrient cycling. 
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