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State and Private Forestry Programs 

State and Private Forestry (S&PF) programs are administered by the USDA Forest Service (FS).  
The S&PF branch of the Forest Service works with a broad range of state and national forestry 
organizations, conservation districts and others to address the protection and management of 
forested lands. S&PF provides assistance to landowners and resource managers to help sustain 
the nation’s forests and prevent harm caused by forest pests, invasive species and wildfires.  

NACD encourages closer cooperation between the federal government and private forest 
landowners. Conservation districts serve as the nexus to the forestry community for local 
delivery of resource benefits. S&PF programs should be staffed and funded at a level that 
ensures strengthened partnerships, better stewardship, and increased flow of goods and 
services from private non-industrial forest lands. NACD supports the President’s Budget funding 
of $229.5 million for S&PF programs in the Fiscal Year 2015 Interior Appropriations Bill.  Critical 
S&PF programs include: 

• Forest Health Management – Helps to prevent, retard, or suppress native and nonnative 
invasive insects, pathogens, and plants affecting trees and forests. 

• Cooperative Fire Assistance - Allows state and local crews to be deployed on federal fires 
and other emergency or disaster situations, in compliance with national safety and training 
standards. It also assists states with hazard assessments, fuels treatment projects, and 
public education. 

• Forest Stewardship - provides technical assistance to non-industrial private forest owners to 
encourage and enable active long-term forest management. 

• Forest Legacy - supports state efforts to protect environmentally sensitive forest lands 
through voluntary land acquisition. 

• Urban and Community Forestry - provides technical and financial assistance to manage 
urban forest resources and promote a healthy ecosystem. 

Wildfire Management 

The western United States has experienced devastating wildfire seasons in recent years; two 
decades ago, wildfire funding accounted for roughly 15% of the FS’s annual budget, but most 
recently that number has climbed to 50%. The federal government lacks the resources to 
continue to combat large wildfires and devastating fire seasons. NACD urges Congress to pass S. 
1875, Senator Wyden’s Wildfire Disaster Funding Act, to protect our forests and allow the 
Forest Service to invest more of its budget on programs to actively manage forestlands to 
mitigate wildfire damage.  

Appropriations for FY 2015 

Program FY 2014 Final FY 2015 House 
Appropriations 

FY 2015 Senate 
Appropriations 

FY 2015 
President’s 

Budget 
S&PF $230 million NA NA $229.5 million 
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