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Who Can Help?


Our local conservation district can assist homeowners and communities with this process. Working in partner-ship with state and federal agencies and the private sector, our district has a long history of on-the-ground conservation services.


We can…


(list your district assistance for community conservation in phrases)
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Phone Number





What is it?


Community conservation is the protection and improvement of the natural resources in a populated area, large or small. It can be one home, a neighborhood, a village, a town or even a larger metro area.


The focus of community conservation is working with individuals and/or groups of individuals to identify the natural resource concerns of the targeted area, set priorities, and help develop a plan to address the concerns identified. 





Why community conservation?


The landscape across the country continues to change as rural areas grow and cities expand. Laws and ordinances can help protect air and water quality. But individuals, when given technical information and assistance, can do much more to enhance the quality of their own communities by protecting the natural assets.


In doing so, homeowners will enhance both the environmental health and the economic value of their properties as well as those surrounding them.
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What can be done?


Individuals can identify and protect the natural assets of their own home sites, and can work with others to improve the environment of their neighborhoods and larger communities.


The first step is to conduct an assessment.     This is an overview of the existing land, water bodies and vegetation to determine their state of health and viability. 


Is there ground cover to prevent soil loss, and is the soil healthy?


Is there adequate permeable surface to reduce and recapture water flow?


Are trees, shrubs and/or grasses affected by disease, insect damage, and/or invasive species?


Is there adequate habitat for desired wildlife?


The next step is to list and prioritize all the natural resource concerns to be addressed. Which are the most critical issues…an eroding hillside, a flooding roadway, a weed-filled pond? What does the individual or community believe can be addressed immediately, in the near future, and over the long run?
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A conservation plan can now be designed. It will record and describe the measures used to repair each natural resource issue as well as to prevent future problems. It will also identify the types of assistance that are available for implementing various elements of the plan.


The final step is on-the-ground— improving the home site and/or community environment to its best!
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