
Minnesota’s  
Grant Programs 



Today’s Topics 
Background on the Minnesota Board of 
Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) 

Minnesota’s Cost Share Programs 

Use of Cost Share Funds in Urban 
Settings  



 

Minnesota is all about water 

Most water in lower 48 states  
 >12,000 lakes 
 105,000 miles rivers and 

streams 
 More shoreline (>217,000 

miles) than all but Alaska 



Minnesota 
Board of Water and Soil Resources 

 
Improve and protect Minnesota’s water 
and soil resources by working in 
partnership with local organizations 
and private landowners. 



Minnesota’s Grant Programs 

 EROSION CONTROL AND WATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
(Cost-Share) 
 

 CLEAN WATER FUND PROGRAM (CWF) 



Erosion Control & Water Management 
Program 

 Non-competitive grants to Districts 
 Formula driven allocation 
 Maximum cost share rate 75% 
 Urban or rural practices eligible, consistent with 

NRCS Field Office Technical Guide 
 Source of funds – MN Legislature’s General Fund 



Clean water…………………… 33%  

Fish and wildlife habitat… 33%  

Parks & trails…………………. 14.25%  

Arts & Cultural Heritage… 19.75%  
 



 To protect, enhance, and restore water 
quality  

 In lakes, rivers, streams, and 
groundwater 

 With at least 5% of the fund spent to 
protect drinking water sources. 

**Largest conservation ballot measure in American history. 



Available  
CWF grant  

funds 

 
YEAR  

FUNDING  
AVAILABLE 

REQUESTED  
AMOUNT  

(BWSR)  

2010 $10.4M  $39.6M  

2011 $13.8M  $28.1M  

2012 $16.8M  $47.7M  

2013 $19.6M $76.3M 

2014 $14.3M $51.1M 

2015 $14.1M $37.1M 





URBAN STORMWATER PROJECTS 

Year 
CWF Awarded 
to Stormwater 

Projects 

% of CWF 
going toward 
stormwater 

projects 
2010 $ 3.4M  45 
2011 $ 2.1M  33 
2012 $ 4.2M  45 
2013 $ 5.0M  45 
2014 $ 5.7M  61 
2015 $ 3.6M  39 

Grand 
Total $ 24.1M  45 



CWF Grant Grant Management
& Reporting
Project
Development
Technical and
Engineering
Implementation



-URBAN TECHNICAL STANDARDS- 
MN Stormwater Manual - wiki 
 Stormwater Issues 
 Treatment options/BMP selection 
 Regulatory/Permit implications 
 Minimal Impact Design Standards (MIDS) 
 Design specifications for a variety of green 

infrastructure BMPs 
 Pollutant (credit) calculator 
 Stormwater ordinance guidance/Community 

Assistance Package 
 Case Studies 



Clean Water Fund Program  
Strategic solutions to achieve clean water in Minnesota  

 

 Prioritizing local 
resources 
 Targeting for 

effectiveness 
 Measuring the impact 

on water quality 





Dakota County SWCD &  
Washington Conservation District (SWCD) 



Working in partnership with municipalities 
 
• Water quality retrofit targeting and 

prioritization. 
• Education, outreach and civic engagement 
• Technical design standards and assistance for 

water quality projects 
• Design and installation cost share assistance 

through metro or state funding. 
• Installation oversight  

 

Urban Conservation Program Services 



Dakota Soil and Water Conservation District (DCSWCD) 
 
-    Five Watershed Management Organizations 
- Fourteen Cities (1st, 2nd and 3rd tier suburbs), six small 

cities, twelve townships 
- Conservation District Urban Program- Three Urban 

Conservationists, One Water Quality Monitoring 
Specialist 

Brief Overviews 

Dakota 
County 
SWCD 
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DCSWCD– Urban Cost Share Programs 

  
  

 
 

  
  

 
  

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 
  

  
 

 
  

  
 

  
  
   

 

  
  

   

Funding provided by Cities 
and Watershed Management 
Organizations 
• Educational Workshops 
• Design Workshops 
• $250 Plant Grant 
• Installation Technical 

Assistance 



Funding provided by 
Watershed Management 
Organizations and State Clean 
Water Funds 
• Design Assistance 
• Up to $5,000 Cost Share 
• Installation Technical 

Assistance 

DCSWCD– Urban Cost Share Programs 



DCSWCD– Urban Cost Share Programs 
Funding provided by 
Watershed Management 
Organizations and State 
Clean Water Funds 
• Design Assistance 
• Up to $25,000  or 

$50,000 Cost Share 
• Installation Technical 

Assistance 



DCSWCD– Installed Project 



Washington Conservation District (WCD) 
 
-    Eight Watershed Management Organizations 
- Sixteen Cities (2nd and 3rd tier suburbs), ten small 

cities, six townships 
- Conservation District Urban Program- Two 

Educators, One Engineer, Two Landscape 
Designers, Four Water Quality Monitoring 
Specialists. 

Brief Overviews 

Dakota 
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WCD– Lily Lake Urban Retrofit Example 
2007 Lake 

Management 
Study Identifies 

140lb TP 
Reduction 
Required 

2009 Targeted 
Subwatershed 

Analysis 

2010 Design 
and install 

Phase I with 
CWF 

2012 Design 
and install 

Phase II with 
CWF 

2013 Design 
and install 

Phase III with 
CWF 

2014 Monitor 
Stormwater Outfalls to 

Lily Lake. 

 2006- Current- Education, Outreach and Civic Engagement 

2004-Current Monitoring of Lily Lake Water Quality 

WCD work in partnership with the City of Stillwater and Watershed Management Org. 



Lily Lake Urban Retrofit 2014 Installations 



WCD– Lily Lake Urban Retrofit Example 

Working in partnership with municipalities and 
Watershed Management Organizations 
 

• Create a BMP tracking, inspection and 
maintenance database. 

• WCD provides annual inspections and 
coordinates maintenance 

Current Results for Lily Lake Watershed: 
WinSLAMM modeling indicates a current 
reduction of 50.5 lbs/yr of TP. 
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