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• For the past 10 -15 years Soil & Water 
Conservation Districts in Illinois have 
become more & more involved in a very 
dynamic environment with Soil Erosion 
& Sediment Control on Construction 
Sites. 
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• Many SWCDs’ had agreements with U.S. 

Army Corps, and later IEPA, to perform 
erosion & sediment control inspections, so we 
were engaged in assessing the performance of 
SE/SC practices. 
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   NPDES Phase I & II driving new product 
introduction and advances in technology. 

 
   For SWCD tech staff doing plan reviews 

and/or inspections, there was a need for 
an IUM that was regularly updated. 
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   NRCS would no longer update the IUM 
after the 2002 revision. 

 
   Need technical backing when working 

with the private sector through 
manufacturers, suppliers, consultants, 
contractors, etc. 
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   Multiple products became available 
serving similar functions, i.e. inlet 
protection, ditch checks, etc.  

   Specialized commercial products for use 
as cofferdams were being introduced.    
Practice with potential for  significant      
environmental impacts. 



   
  
 

 
 

  
 

 
Source: Kane-DuPage Soil and Water Conservation District 

 
 

DEFINITION 
 
A cofferdam is a temporary structure 
within a waterway or body of water 
designed to provide a dry work area 
for temporary construction activities 
and contain disturbed soil and/or 
suspended sediment. 
 
PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this practice is to 
allow work to be performed in a 
waterway or body of water while 
minimizing turbidity and 
sedimentation in adjacent and/or 
downstream areas.   
 
CONDITIONS WHERE PRACTICE 
APPLIES 
 
This practice is to be used as a 
temporary measure whenever work 
will be conducted in a waterway 
(stream, river, or other linear feature 

that conveys water) or body of water 
(lake, pond, or other impoundment).   
Water is either intercepted upstream 
and discharged downstream or 
diverted around the work site.  
Cofferdams may also be utilized in 
areas to allow work to be performed 
in otherwise unsuitable conditions.  
 
Typical activities requiring the use of 
cofferdams include: shoreline 
stabilization of a water body; 
installation or replacement of a 
culvert, bridge, pier, or abutment; 
open-cutting for the installation of 
utilities; and stream restoration 
projects.   
 
For the purposes of this standard, 
the term full cofferdam will refer to a 
cofferdam that blocks the entire base 
flow of water in a linear waterway 
and partial cofferdam will refer to a 
cofferdam that only blocks a portion 
of the base flow. 
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   Standard developed for multiple types of 
Cofferdams, not individual 
products/practices. 

 
   Important to allow for other types of 

Cofferdam designs 
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Dewatering practices with Cofferdam 
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