
  

Catalyst for stream stewardship. 
Corvallis, Oregon 

ANNUAL URBAN CREEK TOUR 

Urban Creek Tour Presentation 
Prepared for NACD Urban Conservation Webinar Series 

June 16, 2016, by Heath Keirstead 



OVERVIEW 

– Location 

– Logistics 

– Topics 

– Example Tour  

– Evaluation 

– Actions 

 



  

        
        
      

      
     
      

    

TOGETHER  

WE CAN MAKE GREAT STRIDES FOR CONSERVATION. 

BENTON COUNTY, OREGON 



  

Corvallis Sustainability Coalition 
City of Corvallis 
Marys Peak Group of the Sierra Club 
Marys River Watershed Council 

PARTNERS 



BUDGET 

Item Cost/# Partner 
Newspaper Ad $250 City 
Trolley n/a City 
T-shirts $635 City 
Art $100 (varies) 
Brochures $50 BSWCD 
Staff time 80+ hrs City, BSWCD, MRWC,  
Intern varies 2008, 2009, 2011, 2012, 2015 
Volunteer hrs 40+ hrs Community, Sierra Club 

9th Tour - 2016 



  

  

        
        
      

      
     
      

    

Photography 
Bike sweep 
Stop attendant 
Bike watcher 
Signage 

VOLUNTEERS 



www.bentonswcd.org/tag/brochures/  

  

        
        
      

      
     
      

    

BROCHURES 



  

        
        
      

      
     
      

    

BROCHURES 

www.bentonswcd.org/tag/tours/ 



THEMES AND ART 

7th Tour - 2014 



THEMES AND ART 

6th Tour - 2013 



8th Tour - 2015 

THEMES AND ART 



TRANSPORTATION 



TOPICS 

5th Tour - 2012 

 • Youth education 
• Stormwater  
• Wetlands 
• Water quality 
• Fish and wildlife 
• Native & invasive species 
• Land use and development 



YOUTH EDUCATION 



STORMWATER 



WETLANDS 



Parent volunteer with sculpin  

WATER QUALITY 



FISH & WILDLIFE 



Native and inva 

Lupine at Sunset Park boardwalk 

NATIVE & INVASIVE 
SPECIES 



Land use 

 

Urbanization of upland prairie and forest 

LAND USE & 
DEVELOPMENT 



BENTON COUNTY, OREGON 



  

  

        
        
      

      
     
      

    

• Eight stops 
• Over 70 tourists  
• 18 students  
• 16  adult volunteers 

INAUGURAL TOUR: 2008 



DIXON TOUR 2008 

Stop 5: Porter 
Park 

Stop 6: Corvallis 
High School 

Stop 7: The Sleep 
Center Business 

Stop 8: Waste 
Water Treatment 
Plant 

Stop 1: Timberhill 
Greenway 

Stop 2: Hoover 
Elementary 

Stop 3: NW Hills 
Community Church 

Stop 4: Jefferson 
Elementary 
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Stop 5: Porter Park 

Stop 6: Corvallis 
High School 

Stop 7: The Sleep 
Center Business 

Stop 8: Waste 
Water Treatment 
Plant 



FEEDBACK 

“Impressed with the 
organization.”  

“We learned a lot.” 

“Getting kids excited about 
environmental issues is crucial.”  

“It should be shorter.”   

2nd Tour - 2009 



EVALUATION 
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Watershed
concepts

Ecological
functions

Human
impacts

How to get
involved

BEFORE
AFTER

Poor 

Excellent 



LESSONS LEARNED 

– Start planning early 

– Cohesive themes and 
objectives 

– Presenters to fit themes  

– 3 month marketing plan  

3rd Tour - 2010 



LESSONS LEARNED 
 

– Include a map 

– Fewer tour stops  

– Stick to the time frame 

– Offer water 

– Include restroom stop 

4th Tour - 2011 



  

  

        
        
      

      
     
      

    

• Bi-monthly presentation series 
• Hikes to the headwaters  
• Canoe trips 
• OSU studying creeks 

CATALYST FOR ACTION 

www.bentonswcd.org/tag/tours/ 
www.bentonswcd.org/tag/brochures/  



Discovering lost creeks 

CATALYST FOR ACTION 

corvallisoregon.maps.arcgis.com/home/ 



  

  

        
        
      

      
     
      

    

Regeneration of missing stream reach    

CATALYST FOR ACTION 



  

        
        
      

      
     
      

    

The naming of Lamprey Creek 

CATALYST FOR ACTION 

corvallisoregon.maps.arcgis.com/home/ 



  

  

        
        
      

      
     
      

    

Multiple websites provide information 
and maps about our local creeks. 

CATALYST FOR ACTION 

www.bentonswcd.org/tag/tours/ 

www.bentonswcd.org/tag/brochures/  

www.bentonswcd.org www.corvallisoregon.gov sustainablecorvallis.org/ 



  

  

        
        
      

      
     
      

    

TOGETHER  
WE CAN MAKE GREAT STRIDES FOR CONSERVATION. 

heathk@bentonswcd.org 
541-753-7208 
www.bentonswcd.org 

QUESTIONS? 



  

  

        
        
      

      
     
      

    

flashier hydrograph 
altered channel morphology 
 nutrients and contaminants  
 biotic richness  
 tolerant species 

URBAN STREAM SYNDROME 

Walsh et al., 2005 
cfpub.epa.gov/si/si_public_record_report.cfm?dirEntryId=135328 
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