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Forestry
Stewardship

The many wonders of the forest
For so many of us, the forest is a country drive away, tucked away in places foreign 
to our everyday activity. It can be our destination – our solace – but at first glance, the 
forest might also seem an imposing place, with secrets hidden behind every turn. Don’t 
be frightened by the unknown; step back, inhale its air, and take in all of its beauty...its 
high-reaching treetops, the sounds of its inhabitants, and the vibrant colors it exudes.

The forest is such a joyous and generous place. It offers families the opportunity to 
take a peaceful walk and picnic on a sunny afternoon. The forest provides school 
children with the perfect atmosphere to learn about the great outdoors. It’s a refuge  
for the creatures which consume the plants and berries growing along its floor. The 
forest helps to produce the paper products we all need, and many of the herbs and 
spices that go into the meals we prepare. And it helps to cleanse the water we drink 
and the air we breathe.

It does so many wonderful things for us. But the forest needs us as much as we need it.

Too many of our nation’s private and public forest lands are overgrown with 
unwanted vegetation that can become a nuisance to wildlife and increase the threat 
of catastrophic wildfire. And there exists far too many people who abuse the forest by 
mistreating its holdings or failing to replace what they have taken from it.

Like a well-kept home, a forest needs someone to look after it – to clean it when it gets 
messy with litter and fallen branches, and to nurture it back to health when it’s been 
wounded. It needs stewards – those who can appreciate its gifts, and are willing to 
match its unselfish acts.

Want to help protect the forests near you? Seek out community groups involved in 
forest clean-up efforts. Volunteer to assist in local tree planting projects. Or, best yet, 
start by contacting your local conservation district. The staff will know where your 
time can be best spent.

The time to act is now. The forest is calling on you, hoping you will come and discover 
its many wonders.

The best friend on Earth of man is the tree. When we use the tree respectfully and 
economically, we have one of the greatest resources of the Earth. 

            -- Frank Lloyd Wright

Visit the NACD website for additional forestry information through the NACD Forestry Notes newsletter at  
http://nacdnet.org/news/publications/forestrynotes.  NACD forestry education is highlighted at http://nacdnet.org/education/resources/ 

The National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD) Stewardship Week is one of the largest conservation-related observances. The 3,000 
conservation districts that make up NACD manage soil and water conservation programs in virtually every community in the United States. Since 
1955, NACD has sponsored the national Stewardship Week program by selecting a theme and developing materials for schools, communities and 
churches of all denominations. Stewardship Week, celebrated annually between the last Sunday in April and the first Sunday in May, reminds us 
of our personal responsibility to care for the natural resources for which we all depend. The celebration and observance of Stewardship continue 
throughout the year - not for just one week. The concept of Stewardship involves personal and social responsibility. We have a duty to learn about 
and improve natural resources as we use them wisely.  http://www.nacdnet.org
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