TOOLKIT

Celebrate Stewardship Week
with

2019: Life in the Soil: DIG DEEPER
K-8 Curriculum and Poster Contest
Sunday, April 28 through Sunday, May 5, 2019
Resources include stewardship week proclamation,
educator’s guide, activity worksheets, and more so
youth can learn about healthy soil.

MADE POSSIBLE BY:

TOOLKIT

Here is a toolkit to help you sponsor an exciting week of activities
for all Grades K-8 youth in your community through local schools,
churches and youth organizations. The 64th Annual Stewardship
Week will take place April 28 through May 5, 2019.
Please use the 2019 stewardship materials for educational purposes only.

Soil is the foundation for many of the
items we use in our daily life, such as
food, clothing, clean water, homes and
more. Healthy soil equals healthy food,
which equals a healthy you.
Steps:

1. Share and distribute information.
		Contact local schools, 4-H, Scouts, churches, organizations, service and
civic groups, agribusinesses and producers to distribute the Life in the
Soil: Dig Deeper information card to teachers, healthcare providers,
parents, and youth leaders.

2. Promote the online resources.
		
Share Life in the Soil: Dig Deeper with your local radio, newspaper, TV
news station, public library, and all youth-focused organizations. Promote
the resources through social media, too.
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3.	Let us know about your success by
emailing information to
stewardship@nacdnet.org.

You may access materials for printing at http://www.nacdnet.org/generalresources/stewardship-and-education-materials/2019-life-in-the-soil-dig-deeper/.

Poster Contest

CERTIFICATE OF PARTICIPATION

Poster rules, entry forms and
resources for the 2019 NACD
Poster Contest are available here.

Presented to:

for participation in

“Life in the Soil: Dig Deeper” Poster Contest
Conservation District

Date

Presenter’s Name and Title

Handouts
Ready-to-use K-8 booklets and
educator’s guide, bookmarks, book,
poster, and placemat are available
to share with anyone who may
be interested in participating in
Stewardship Week here.
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Skin ofIn some
theways,Earth-Soil
soil is like our skin.
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A horizon
E horizon

Soil comes in many colors just like our skin does. Organic
matter, minerals and the amount of moisture in soil are
a few of the things that affect its color. For example, the
mineral manganese oxide causes a black color in soil and
the mineral glauconite makes soil look green.

Down
1. The A horizon is called _________________ and it is where seeds germinate.
2. The E horizon is made up mostly of sand and _________________ .
3. The C horizon is made up of broken-up bedrock. Plant _________________ rarely
grow into this horizon and there is very little organic material in this layer.
4. The O horizon is the top layer of soil. It is rich in decomposed _________ matter.
6. The R horizon is a layer of _________________ rock (bedrock) beneath all of the
other horizons.

B horizon

C horizon

Soil is made up of layers like our skin.
The layers of soil are called horizons.

Epidermis

Now That’s My Type of SOIL!
such as depth, color, texture, structure and mineral content. It is
helpful to know what kind of soil is in your area to enable your family
to choose the best plants and trees to grow in your garden and yard.

Soil Profile
provided by Soil
Science Society of
America (SSSA).

Soil protects against pollution like
skin does. Our skin helps keep germs
from entering our bodies. Soil filters
pollutants, and this helps
protect our drinking water.

The twelve categories of soils are: Alfisols,
Aridisols, Entisols, Histosols, Inceptisols, Mollisols, Oxisols, Spodosols,
Ultisols, Gelisols, Andisols and Vertisols.
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Entisols

Aridisols

Alfisols

Visit your local Soil and Water Conservation District office to find
your soil type or go to: http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov or
http://soils.usda.gov/survey/printed_surveys/ to investigate
soil types online.

Gelisols

R horizon

Dermis
Subcutaneous
Tissue

Soil is broken down into twelve different
general categories. Each one has its own characteristics

Ultisols

0 horizon

Soil is a thin living layer that covers planet Earth
like our skin covers us. Soil is jam-packed with
living organisms; some we can see but most
we cannot. They range in size and variety from
tiny bacteria to moles!

7

CLUES
Across
5. The six soil _________________ are: O, A, E, B, C, and R.
7. The B horizon, or subsoil, contains clay and _________________ deposits that came
from the layers above as water dripped through them.

Mollisols

TOPSOIL
SILT
EARTH
WATER

Inceptisols

MINERAL
ORGANIC
ROOTS
HORIZONS
POLLUTION
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Histosols

LIVING
UNWEATHERED
ORGANISMS
OXIDE
SKIN

Spodosols
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Choose from these words to answer the clues
and complete the puzzle. Not all words will be used.

Oxisols
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Hello Horizons!

Vertisols

Sponsored by

Andisols
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Materials available for printing
You may access materials for printing at http://www.nacdnet.org/generalresources/stewardship-and-education-materials/2019-life-in-the-soil-dig-deeper/.

Tools for Church
Leaders
A Church Leaders Guide, Guide
Cover, and Litany are available
here.

National Association of Conservation Districts

www.nacdnet.org
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NAME _______________________________________________

6+ Activity

Minerals, mined from or on the soil, are a natural resource we use EVERY day. Minerals are mined from
the soil all over the world. For example:
Have you used a cell phone in the last 24 hours? Cell phones contain the
mineral coltan. Colton is mined in the eastern Congo.
Have you had a soft drink lately? Most of the aluminum for the can comes
from Australia.
Have you flipped a switch or pressed an “on” button? If so you used copper.
Copper is used in wiring and electronics because of it’s high conductivity.
Most of the world’s copper supply is mined in Chile. It is also mined in the
United States; Arizona, New Mexico, Utah, Montana and Nevada.
Iron ore is a mineral used to make steel. If you’ve ridden in a vehicle today
you have made use of iron ore. Iron ore is mined in Minnesota and Michigan.
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Listed below are several of the minerals mined in the United States and some of the states they are
mined in. Circle any of the minerals you have made use of or came in contact with.
Mineral
Beryl
Boron
Clay
Copper
Feldspar
Flourite

Product/Use
x-ray technology
laundry detergent
bricks & tiles
electronics
glass
toothpaste

Gypsum
Iron Ore
Lithium
Magnetite
Molybdenite
Mica
Quartz
Salt

sheet rock (walls)
cars/trucks
batteries
forks & spoons
jet engines
auto tires & paint
computers
seasoning

Trona
Zercon
Zinc

glass
jewelry
batteries

U.S. Mine Locations
Utah
California
Georgia, Hawaii, Mississippi, Nebraska, South Carolina
Arizona, Montana, New Mexico, Utah
Connecticut
Alaska, Arizona, Colorado, Illinois, Kentucky, Missouri, New
Hampshire, New Mexico, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Texas
Iowa
Michigan, Minnesota
North Carolina
Arkansas, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania
Colorado, Montana, New Mexico
North Carolina
Arkansas
Louisiana, New York, Kansas, Ohio, West
Virginia
Wyoming
New Jersey
Alaska, Idaho
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Worksheets
Activity Worksheets are available
here for:
Grades K-1
Grades 2-3
Grades 4-5
Grades 6-8
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You may access materials for printing at http://www.nacdnet.org/generalresources/stewardship-and-education-materials/2019-life-in-the-soil-dig-deeper/.

Life in the Soil:
Dig Deeper
The illustrated storybook Life in
the Soil: Dig Deeper is available in
printer-friendly format here.

64th Annual Stewardship Week
April 28 through May 5, 2019

We’re happy to provide resources and
information for educators and youth leaders:
1. For information on Life in the Soil: Dig
Deeper, contact your local Conservation
District. To find your Conservation District,
visit http://www.nacdnet.org/generalresources/conservation-district-directory/
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2. To access K-8 resources Life in the Soil:
Dig Deeper, visit http://www.nacdnet.
org/general-resources/stewardship-andeducation-materials/2019-life-in-the-soildig-deeper/
Brought to you by the National Association of Conservation Districts

64th Annual Stewardship Week
April 28 through May 5, 2019
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We’re happy to provide resources and
information for educators and youth leaders:
1. For information on Life in the Soil: Dig
Deeper, contact your local Conservation
District. To find your Conservation District,
visit http://www.nacdnet.org/generalresources/conservation-district-directory/
2. To access K-8 resources Life in the Soil:
Dig Deeper, visit http://www.nacdnet.
org/general-resources/stewardship-andeducation-materials/2019-life-in-the-soildig-deeper/
Brought to you by the National Association of Conservation Districts

Promotional
Information for
Laser Printer
These 300-dpi PDF files print on
standard letter size (8½” x 11”) card
stock with any laser printer.
The promotional card is available
in two sizes: the 2-up file has two
8½” x 5½” cards per sheet and the
4-up file includes four 5½” x 4¼”
cards per sheet. After you have
printed, simply cut across/down the
middle to separate the cards.
You can download both files here.

