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Pollinator Habitat Projects



Why a Community Science 
Pollinator Monitoring Program?
• Pollinator declines

• More info needed
• Pollinator diversity & 

populations

• Are our habitat projects 
working?

• Pollinator ambassadors
A fly mimicking a wasp



The Process

Outreach & 

Coordination

Xerces Society

Training

• Regional 
Pollinator 
Knowledge

Monitoring

Volunteers
Land Owners 

& Habitat

• Full day training

• ½ day follow-up



Volunteer Training with The Xerces Society







Pollinator Groups
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BeeBeetleWasp

True Bug

Spider
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9 Bee Morpho-groups

Honey Bee

Bumble Bee Chap Leg Bee Medium Dark Bee

Metallic 
Green 

Bee

Tiny 
Dark 
Bee

Striped Hairy 
Belly Bee

Metallic Hairy 
Belly Bee

Cuckoo Bee



Hedgerow

Transect

Monitoring Transect



Program Arc

• Launch

• Working Solo

• Pilot volunteer 
recruitment

2016

• Partner w/ Master 
Naturalist 
coordinator

• Expand # Volunteers

• Expand # Projects

2017 • Master Naturalist 
coordinator phases 
out

• No new volunteer 
recruitment

2018



Volunteer Pollinator Monitoring 
Achievements

2016 2017 2018

Projects monitored 21 32 21

Volunteers 13 20 16

Monitoring visits 79 122 86

Volunteer hours spent monitoring 14 23 18

Total pollinators observed 778 1,668 1,368

Types of pollinators seen 21 23 23

Plant species observed 72 96 82

Native plants 22 41 44

Introduced plants 41 40 33



Results – Pollinator Diversity
2018 Pollinator Groups District-Wide

Honey bee Fly Wasp Butterfly Moth

Beetle True bug Ant Spider Damsel fly

Dragon fly Earwig Humming bird Unidentified All Native bees



Results – Pollinator Diversity

2018 Pollinator Groups District-Wide

Honey bee Fly Wasp Butterfly

Moth Beetle True bug Ant

Spider Damsel fly Dragon fly Earwig

Humming bird Unidentified All Native bees

2018 Bee Groups District-Wide

Honey bee Bumble bee Chap leg bee Medium dark bee

Metallic green bee Tiny dark bee Striped hairy belly bee Metallic hairy belly bee

Cuckoo bee Native bee
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Pollinator Abundance

Results – What project types work best?



Results – What plants do best?

Native Plants % of Visits*

Canada goldenrod 12%

Snowberry 10%

Native asters 5%

Streambank lupine 4%

Yarrow 4%

Top 5 Natives 24%

Total natives (35) 55%

Exotic Plants % of Visits*

Queen Anne’s lace 11%

Oxeye daisy 8%

Lavender 4%

Armenian blackberry 3%

Oregano 3%

Top 5 Exotics 29%

Total exotics (33) 44%

* Data not normalized for relative abundance of different plants in the study area.



Lessons Learned So Far…
• Pollinators are the coolest!

• It’s complicated

• Time savings?

• Volunteer retention

• Plant Forbs too!

• Results -> Adaptive 
management

• Weeds… aren’t all bad

Metallic green bee



Other Efforts in
Pollinator 
Conservation 

Photos: Andopny Melathopoulos



Pollinator Habitat / Education Projects
Native Pollinator Seed Packets



Planting Resources

At wmswcd.org



Meadowscaping Handbook

At wmswcd.org



Meadowscaping Handbook



Meadowscaping Handbook



Questions?

Thanks Laura Taylor
laura@wmswcd.org

Spring sweat bee


