
The Forestry Resource Policy Group 
(RPG) is one of six RPGs, organized 
under the Natural Resources Policy 
Committee (NRPC), that help 
NACD address specific resource 

concerns. The group consists of represen-
tatives from each of NACD’s seven regions, 
as well as special advisors representing the 
National Conservation District Employees As-
sociation (NCDEA) and National Association of 
State Conservation Agencies (NASCA).

The Forestry RPG advises NACD on forest 
policy matters and engages with a host of 
partners to help advance the role of con-
servation districts in forestry efforts at all 
levels. The RPG also, on occasion, advises 
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partners on program implementation and 
efficiency.

Each summer, the Forestry RPG visits a differ-
ent part of the country to learn about various 
practices and forest resource concerns that 
conservation districts are engaged in. This June, 
the group will visit New Hampshire to learn 
about projects involving American Tree Farm 
System, the National Wild Turkey Federation 
(NWTF) and the local wood products industry.

In 2016, the Forestry RPG launched a 
nationwide forestry network to expand 
its efforts. The goal was to identify one 
conservation district staff member or board 
supervisor involved in forestry in each state 
and territory. Members of the network help 
disseminate information about available 
forestry programs and national initiatives, as 

Our network is
here to help!

No one has all the answers. No one has all the 
tools. It’s why neighbors help one another.

The same goes for America’s near 3,000 
conservation districts. They all have ideas and 
experiences to share — wisdom that may help 
another district build a new partnership or pro-
vide our national policy team with insight from 
the local level. Through sharing, conservation 
districts get stronger and become equipped to 
get more work done on the ground.

The NACD Forestry Resource Policy Group 
(RPG) is interested in helping the flow of in-
formation across all channels when it comes 
to conservation district forestry efforts. And 
through our nationwide forestry network, we 
are able to enhance our reach; ultimately, a 
strong network helps support private land-
owners and nurture America’s forestlands.

This Special Report is designed to help you 
decide where you fit into this flow of infor-
mation. I encourage you to view the map on 
pages 2-3 and reach out to your conserva-
tion district state point of contact — and for 
those states without one, to help us identify 
someone.

Each year, I hear more of the good work 
conservation districts are doing in our forests, 
and it serves as proof for the need to contin-
ue to tell those stories. Someone, in some 
conservation district 50 miles, or maybe 500 
miles away, may see it and be inspired to du-
plicate it in their district. That’s the power of 
grassroots conservation!

Steve Hedstrom, Chair 
NACD Forestry 
Resource Policy Group

Continued on page 4
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Karl Jensen                  
kfjensensd@gmail.com

Wayne Luckert 
wdlukert@yahoo.com

Keith Bartholomay          
kbarth@mlgc.com

Steve Hedstrom         
bsranch@3rivers.net

Buck Vandersteen       
bvan@laforestry.com

Jennifer Hart 
icd@vcn.com
Campbell County 
Conservation District
Hart earned a 

B.S. in environmental horticultural 
science from California Polytechnic 
State University, San Luis Obispo, 
and her Masters in agricultural 
production chain management from 
Van Hall Larenstein University, part of 
Wageningen University and Research, 
in the Netherlands. In 2013, she was 
appointed to the National Forest 
Advisory Board for the Black Hills, and 
in 2019 she was appointed to serve on 
the national Joint Forestry Team.

Doug Rushton
doug.rushton@
conservewa.net
Thurston 
Conservation 

District Board Supervisor
Rushton worked for the U.S. Forest 
Service at the Pacific Northwest 
Experiment Station, and the Olympic, 
Targhee, and Colville National Forests. 
He currently serves on the NACD 
Board of Directors and is a member 
of the Washington Farm Forestry 
Association, whose focus is owners of 
small woodlands. From 2011 to 2017, 
he represented NACD on the Forest 
Resources Coordinating Committee. 

NACD Nationwide Forestry Network

Steve Hedstrom 
Chair 
[Montana]
bsranch@3rivers.net
Judith Basin County Conservation 

District Chairman
During college, Hedstrom worked in area mills and 
spent time on thinning projects. Over the last few 
decades, he has maintained an interest in the 
decline in the health of Montana's 23 million acres of 
timber. As a 35-year conservation district supervisor, 
Hedstrom decided conservation districts need to 
become more involved in the management decisions 
of our private, state and national forests. He serves 
on the NACD Board of Directors and has a seat on the 
Montana Forest Action Plan Advisory Council.

Gary Blair  
Vice Chair  
[Mississippi]
gary.blair1959@gmail.com
Oktibbeha County Soil and Water 

Conservation District Commissioner
Blair retired from Southern AgCredit in 2016 after 
36 years of service. He owns and operates his family 
timber farm, Blair Legacy Tree Farm. He is a former 
president of the Mississippi Forestry Association, 
Mississippi Association of Conservation Districts, 
national president of the Mississippi State University 
Alumni Association and previous member of the 
board of directors of Mississippi State University 
Development Foundation. Blair currently serves on the 
NACD Executive Board.

Charles Holmes 
At Large Member 
[Alabama]
charles@
holmesteadcompany.com

Perry County Soil and Water Conservation 
District Chairman
Holmes owns Holmestead Company, a purebred horned 
Hereford and Brahman cross cow-calf, stocker and 
timber operation. This land was homesteaded in 
1819 by his great-great-grandfather, William Moore. 
He is a past president of the Alabama Association of 
Conservation Districts and served on the NACD Board 
of Directors for 28 years. 

Orval Gigstad
orv.gigstad@
windstream.net
Nemaha Natural Resource 
District Director

Gigstad is a large animal veterinarian in 
Nebraska. He is a longtime NACD Board 
Member and has served as Region Chair for 
the NACD Northern Plains. He is the former 
president of the Nebraska Association of 
Natural Resource Districts.

Debbie Hughes       
conserve@hughes.net

Garrett Stephens       
Garrett.Stephens@co.nacdnet.netMike Larson       

Mdlarson00@gmail.com

Frank Krentz       
frankrk66@gmail.com

Doug Martin        
douglas.j.martin@att.net

Laurie Tippin       
99ltippin@gmail.com

Richard Huff          
rhufflog@gmail.com

Hope Cristobal        
hcristobalmom@gmail.com

Pacific Region 

Northern Plains Region 

Southwest Region 

South Central Region 
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NACD Nationwide Forestry Network

John McAlpine
jmcalpine@
kingwoodforestry.com
Drew County Conservation 
District Vice President

McAlpine graduated from the University 
of Arkansas at Monticello with a B.S. in 
forestry. He is the manager of Monticello 
Operations and president of Kingwood 
Forestry. McAlpine is a registered forester 
in Arkansas and Mississippi, a real estate 
broker in Arkansas and Louisiana, and 
a state certified general appraiser in 
Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas and Missouri. 
He represents NACD on the national Joint 
Forestry Team and is an active member of 
the Arkansas Forestry Association.

Garrett Stephens 
NCDEA Representative  
[Colorado]
garrett.stephens@usda.gov
Jefferson Conservation 

District Director
Stephens joined the Jefferson Conservation 
District staff in 2014 to support the forest 
conservation program and became the director in 
2017. He's had a variety of work experiences in 
the Midwest and western states in back-country 
leadership and natural resource management. 
Stephens earned a B.S. in environmental biology 
from Greenville College and a M.S in ecology from 
Colorado State University.

Rachel Theler 
NASCA Representative  
[Colorado]
rachel.theler@state.co.us
Colorado State Conservation 

Board Conservation Specialist
Theler grew up in rural Montana and spent her childhood 
going to work with her grandfather, who was a forester 
for Plum Creek Timber for 48 years. She graduated with 
a B.A. in communication studies from the University of 
Montana. Since 2015, she has worked for the Colorado State 
Conservation Board, supporting conservation districts in 
the Southeast and San Luis Valley. She has recently taken 
on the role of Conservation Communications Coordinator to 
assist Colorado conservation districts with their outreach and 
communications efforts. 

Mike Beacom
Forestry RPG Staff   
[Wisconsin]
mike-beacom@nacdnet.org 
National Association of 

Conservation Districts
Beacom began doing forestry communications 
work for NACD in 2000, shortly after graduating 
from the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point. 
He is responsible for staffing the Forestry RPG, 
assisting NACD policy staff with forest-related 
policy, and engaging dozens of state and federal 
forestry partners.

Tom Crowe
toms.trees@hotmail.com
Allen County Soil and Water 
Conservation District Chairman
Crowe has been a private forestry 

consultant in northeast Indiana since 1985, assisting 
private, mostly non-industrial forest landowners with 
management of their forestland, including programs, 
appraisals and management plans, timber harvests, 
forest stand improvement, invasive species control 
and tree planting. He earned a degree in forest 
management from Purdue University.

Linda Brownson
brownson@
sacredpaw.org
Grafton County 
Conservation District 

Vice Chair
Brownson is a forest landowner in Wentworth 
and manages a mixed hardwood and conifer 
forest of 200 acres in the western foothills 
of the White Mountains. Soon after settling 
in New Hampshire in 2003, she became 
president of the New Hampshire Association 
of Conservation Districts, and then Chair of 
the New Hampshire State Committee, the 
state conservation agency. She is also heavily 
involved with the New Hampshire Timberland 
Owners Association.

Danny Hogan
dhogan@gacd.us
Central Georgia Soil 
and Water Conservation 
District Supervisor

Hogan is a third-generation farmer 
and member of the NACD Board of 
Directors. Of the 900 acres of woodland 
he manages, 119 acres are enrolled 
in the Longleaf Conservation Reserve 
Program. He is past president of the 
Georgia Association of Soil and Water 
Conservation District Supervisors and a 
member of Pine Country RC&D Council. 

Joe Smith       
woodsman54@verizon.net

Marc Tremblay
mstremb@cox.net

Merle Ring
mring54@gmail.com

Larry Rousseau       
lmrouss@optonline.net

Joe Dunn       
dunnjose@gmail.com

Jen Nelson
jen.nelson@resourcesmartllc.comBill Giese       

billbethgiese@gmail.com

Shelly Stiles       
bccd@sover.net

Tony Quadro       
tony@wcdpa.com

Dennis Carney       
dacarney27@gmail.com

Rick Merritt       
rmmerritt1@yahoo.com

David Solin       
DSolin@co.langlade.wi.us

Mark Schnobrich       
arborcon@hutchtel.net

Rick Lucas       
rick.lucas@mi.nacdnet.net

Richard Street       
rasswc@gmail.com

Johney L. Haralson       
johney@jlharalson.com

Don Rogers       
don@neusehomeinspections.com

Steve Coleman       
colemansteve51@gmail.com

Gary Blair       
blair007@bellsouth.net

Charles Holmes       
Charles@holmesteadcompany.com

John Dooner       
jdooner@southernforestry.net

Northeast Region 

North Central Region 

Southeast Region 
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LEARN MORE ABOUT THE NACD FORESTRY RPG

Friends of the Forest 
NACD surveyed every conservation district in the country to learn 
about forestry activity, capacity and partnerships. A report of the survey 
findings, titled “Friends of the Forest,” is available on the NACD website.

Contacts
Steve Hedstrom, Chair
bsranch@3rivers.net

Mike Beacom, Staff
mike-beacom@nacdnet.org
(715) 340-0681

LinkedIn 
A private group is set up on LinkedIn to provide conservation district forestry 
professionals the opportunity to share ideas and overcome challenges. 
linkedin.com/groups/12090113

well as provide the national staff with input 
from the local level. 

This February in Las Vegas, the Forestry RPG 
approved a new three-year strategic plan to 
help guide the group’s activities and priorities. 

RPG HIGHLIGHTS

 Forestry Notes is in its 29th year covering 
conservation district forestry activity. The 
publication reaches more than 16,000 
digital subscribers, including every con-
servation district office, U.S. Forest Service 
ranger district, Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service (NRCS) state conservationist, 
state extension forester, Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) forestry office and 
state forestry agency.

 Additional stories are shared through the 
RPG’s partnership with the National Wood-
land Owners Association. Their quarterly 
magazine, National Woodlands, reaches 
more than 40,000 landowners. Each issue 
features one story highlighting how con-

A comprehensive survey of 
America’s conservation districts

FOREST
FRIENDS OF THE 

servation districts are assisting woodland 
owners in some part of the country.

 A few years ago, NACD surveyed every con-
servation district in the country to learn about 
forestry activity, capacity and partnerships. A 
report of that survey, titled “Friends of the 
Forest,” is available on the NACD website.

 In 2019, the Forestry RPG developed a tem-
plate of relevant local forestry contacts for 
conservation districts to post in their office. 
This includes district foresters, consulting 
foresters and other points of contacts 
valuable to conservation districts’ staff and 
private landowners. Visit the forestry sec-
tion of the NACD website to download this 
template.

LET US KNOW

 Is someone from your conservation district 
or state association office contributing to 
forestry discussion at your NRCS State 
Technical Committee (STC) meetings and/
or STC forestry subcommittee meetings? 

The RPG is tracking state-level participa-
tion and interested to learn about your 
contributions.

 Urban forestry is among the fastest-growing 
areas for conservation district-led activity. 
Through NACD’s involvement in the Sus-
tainable Urban Forests Coalition (SUFC), we 
are actively seeking examples from all states 
where conservation districts are involved in 
urban forestry.

 In addition to managing partnerships with the 
U.S. Forest Service and National Association 
of State Foresters (NASF), the Forestry RPG 
also helps coordinate NACD’s partnership 
with the National Wild Turkey Federation. 
We are interested in learning about how your 
conservation district is working with its local 
NWTF chapter.

Does your conservation district have a forestry 
success story to share? Email NACD Forestry 
Specialist Mike Beacom at mike-beacom@ 
nacdnet.org with a project summary and 
photos.

Meet the Forestry RPG from page 1


