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Outstanding National Resource Water
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Clarity measurements at Lake Tahoe
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Source of clarity loss
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The TMDL is a 65-year plan to restore clarity to 100 feet!
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FSP delivery to 
the lake via 
stormwater 
runoff
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Regulatory Agencies
• Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control 

Board
• Nevada Division of Environmental 

Protection
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• All stormwater from 7 
jurisdictions runs into 
the lake.

• All 7 permits require 
stormwater monitoring.

• Collaboration results in 
efficiency
– Reduced costs
– Consistent data collection 

and analysis methods
– Comparable data sets

RSWMP
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Stormwater Monitoring 
Locations 

• 11 active monitoring locations
• 7 active meteorological stations
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• Continuous flow

• Continuous turbidity

• Water quality samples during 
storm events
– Total Nitrogen

– Total Phosphorus

– Total Suspended Sediment (TSS)

– Particle Size Distribution (for FSP)

• Continuous precipitation

• Continuous temperature

Data Collected
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Web Apps
Handy tools 
for the field 

LoggerLink 
by Campbell

Scientific
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Acuity Website for raw data and data tools

Daily Cumulative Precipitation (in)

Turbidity (NTU)

Discharge (cfs) & Bottles
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DMS Status and trends reporting
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Annual Stormwater 
Monitoring Report

Submitted to:

• Lahontan Regional 
Water Quality Control 
Board (CA)

• Nevada Division of 
Environmental 
Protection (NV)

tahoercd.org
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Stormwater Program Results Chain

Tahoe clarity 

achieves 100ft

Reduce Pollutant Loading

Volume of urban 

stormwater reduced

Fine sediment load in 

stormwater reduced

Control Urban Stormwater

Infiltrate runoff onsite

Treat runoff in 
regional projects

Sweep streets to 
recover FSP

Action or strategy 

(input)

Desired goal 

(outcome)

Intermediate result 

(output)
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High Level Program Summary

We swept 51,000 miles of streets, 
installed infiltration structures on 

400 private parcels, and constructed 
10 new treatment and infiltration 

basins.

This work prevented 
260,000 pounds of fine 
sediment particles from 

entering our urban 
stormwater.

Lake Tahoe clarity decline 
has stabilized over the last 5 

years to an average of 65 
feet instead of declining 

further. 

Input Output Outcome
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Outreach and Education

• Pipekeepers Club

• Annual Tahoe Summit

• Earth Day

• K-12 Education

• UCD Science Expo
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