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County Facts

APrince Georgeds
ranked as one of the
wealthiest jurisdictions in the
Nation

A 499 sq mi or 319,000 ac. total
land area w/ over 900,000
residents

A 60,000 ac. of agricultural land
72% is privately owned

A 250,528 ac. or 79% of County is
zoned for urban farms
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Water
A Potomac, Anacostia and Patuxent Rivers are major

tributaries to the Chesapeake Bay and all have
some level of impairment.

A Impairments include sediments, nutrients, PCBs,

fecal coliform, low oxygen/biological activity, and
heptachlor epoxide

A Many of the urban ag areas drain directly into
tributaries of these impaired rivers
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A First MNCPPC community garden in  1980.
A In 2009 community leaders held town hall forums to
discuss improving lives in the County by:
A Improving clean water resources
A Increasing access to healthier food choices
A Preserving open space and requiring all
new/revitalized development to promote hiker/biker
trails
A Reducing crime, and
A Increasing opportunities for outside activities that
promote healthier lifestyles
A In 2010 first official PGC urban farm ( ECO City Farms)
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published a report in o
September 2012 titled: A

URBAN AGRICULTURE

A Tool for Creating Economic
Development and Healthy
Communities in Prince
Georgeos County
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Why Urban Agy?

Improve Health & Quality of Life

To

Pre-COVID 19 Outbreak, many communities struggle with food
insecurity, chronic disease, and limited opportunities for outdoor
recreation.

A 125,000 residents are food insecure
A Many grocery stores lack high -quality healthy food options
A

55% of all food retail outlets in Inner Beltway are unhealthy or fast
foods

A 12% of residents participate in SNAP
A 61% of students receive Free & Reduced Priced Meals

Provide Economic Development Opportunities
A PGC borders Washington D.C. and is 32 miles from Baltimore
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PAINGE GEORGE Timeline aff Eventss
1980 - 2009 0 Increase in community gardens and interest in urban
agriculture
2010 6 ECO City Farms established
2012 0 MNCPPC releases Urban Ag report
2013 0 PGC passes first urban farm definition bill, CB  -76-2013

IPHI launches food policy council (Food Equity Council) with
stakeholders
2015 0 PGC passed property tax credit legislation, CB ~ -74-2015
SCD identified asthe 0 GO Ta@edicy for technical services

2016 0 PGC passed zoning legislation to expand urban farming, CB -25-
2016

SCD identified asthe 0 GO Ta@edcy for technical services
2017 o Build partnerships and applied for the NACD UAC Capacity
Building Grant
2018 0 Hired a part -time UAC planner thru the NACD grant
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A For and non -profits cultivating fruits, vegetables, herbs and
cut flowers

A Beekeeping, composting, and agricultural education
A Residential, commercial, and industrial zones
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A Up to $5,000 per property ($100,000 cap for the program)
A Gross $2,500 value
A Property must be 1/8 85 acres and located in the Priority

Funding Are
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