North Central Region Board Meeting

Bally’s Las Vegas Hotel and Casino

Las Vegas, NV

Las Vegas 1 Meeting Room
National Association of February 9, 2020

1:00 - 2:45 pm

Conservation Districts

Attendance:

Steve Stierwalt, IL

Tom Byers, IL

Roger Wenning, IN

Robert Hettmansperger, IN

Dennis Carney, IA

Jerry Miller, Ml

Kurt Beckstrom, MN, Region Vice Chair

Others in attendance: 21

Minutes

Steve Sunderland, MN

Ron Willis, MO

Matt Peart, OH

Kris Swartz, OH, Region Chair

Monte Osterman, WI

Alex Schmidt, Executive Board

Beth Mason, NACD Region Representative, Recorder

1:00 pm

Welcome and Introductions

Region Chair Kris Swartz brought the meeting to order and had everyone in the meeting introduce

themselves briefly.

National Association of Resource Conservation and Development Councils (NARC&DC) Update
Lynn Sprague was in attendance and requested to give a brief partner update.

Legislative/Government Affairs Update with Q&A

NACD Director of Government Affairs Coleman Garrison gave the board a brief verbal report and

opened the floor for questions and discussion

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Update

Region Conservationist Salvador Salinas gave a brief partner update.

Approval of Minutes

Michigan: Motion to accept the minutes from the meeting in St. Louis, January 6 — 7, 2020.

Second
Motion passed unanimously

Region Account Update

Beth Mason gave a status update on the region account and then opened the floor for

questions/discussion.

Minnesota: Motion to accept the Region Account Update and file in the records.



Second
Motion passed unanimously.

Region MOA
Mason explains the Region MOA which had been emailed to the board. No questions were asked, so the
signature sheet was sent around for each state to sign — ratifying the MOA again for another year.

Executive Board Report with Q&A
Alex Schmidt gives an Executive Board report and takes questions.

Resolutions Discussion
There was brief discussion on the proposed NACD Bylaws Amendment, led by Monte Osterman.
Steve Stierwalt gave an update on the S.T.A.R. program resolution.

Committee and RPG updates/discussion

Greg Baneck (Tribal RPG) and Jerry Miller (Stewardship and Education Committee) both turned in
updates for their RPG and Committee for the January 6 — 7 meeting in St. Louis which was emailed to
the board. Since there was no time at that meeting for questions, both verbally shared what was in their
report at this time and opened it up for questions or discussion.

Additionally, Monte Osterman gave a Coastal RPG update and Tom Crowe gave a Forestry RPG update.

NACD Officer Update with Q&A

Michael Crowder, NACD 1% Vice President gave comments and asked for the board’s support in electing
him NACD President Elect at Tuesday’s board meeting.

Kim LaFleur, NACD 2" Vice President gave an NACD officer update and opened the floor for questions
and discussion.

January 2020 North Central Region Meeting Discussion

Mason outlines the parameters for when it’s possible to schedule the meeting without conflicting with
Indiana’s meeting and the No-Till Conference. Also restates that Ohio has volunteered to host the
meeting.

Minnesota: Motion to schedule the meeting on Wednesday, January 6 — Thursday, January 7, 2021.
Second
Motion passed unanimously.

Mason will start coordinating with Ohio’s Executive Director on possible locations.

Assign Parade of State Representatives

Mason gives instructions on this part of the NACD Annual Meeting Program and has each state identify
their representative who will participate.

Partner Updates/Reports

Conservation partners gave their reports earlier in the agenda. Swartz asks others in attendance if they

had any reports or updates they’d like to present to the board.

Source Water Collaborative, Deirdre White (see 2-page handout under Appendix A)



List of Upcoming Meetings:
Swartz runs down the list of upcoming meetings.
e 2020 NACD Annual Conference, Las Vegas, Nevada — February 8 — 12
e 2020 NACD Spring Fly-In, Washington, DC — March 25
e 2020 NACD Summer Board Meeting, Bismarck, North Dakota — July 18 — 21
e 2021 NACD North Central Region Winter Board Meeting (previously discussed)
e 2021 NACD Annual Meeting — Alex Schmidt mentions this meeting will be the NACD 75"
Anniversary Meeting and explains a lot of planning is already underway to make this a special
meeting. Location is to be in New Orleans, LA

Wisconsin: Motion to adjourn the meeting.
Second
Motion passed unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 2:12 pm



Appendix A

COLLABORATION CAN PROTECT SOURCES
OF DRINKING WATER

TOGETHER WE CAN

Align our work for multiple benefits in agricultural,
forested, and urban areas, focusing on soil

health, watershed management, and open space
preservation that protects water quality and
quantity of underground and surface drinking water
sources, and the averall health of communities

Work together with partners to leverage and
share resources, tools, and funding to achieve and

demonstrate results in priority areas

= Provide education, outreach, and technical
assistance on voluntary (non-regulatory)
programs for private landowners/aperators
and local governments

SOURCE WATER PARTNER*

Shares data and information on delineated
source water protection areas, priority
contaminants, sources of contamination,
and water quality monitoring results
* Helps leverage potential funding sources
* Assists with implementation and helps
target USDA initiatives (e.g., identifying
priprity areas and potential benefits of
conservation practices to drinking water
sources}
* May assist in conducting outreach to
private landowners and operatars
= State, Regional, and Local Source Water
Contacts:
» State Source Water Coordinator: https://
www.asdwa.org/sourcewatercontacts/
» Regional Source Water Coordinators,
US Environmental Protection
Agency: hiipsy/fwww.epa.gov/
sourcewaterprotection/source-water-
contacts-epas-regional-offices
» State, regional, and local Source
Water Collaboratives: hitps://
sourcewatercoliaborative.org/how-to-
coilaborate-toolkit/map

= Ensure that watershed plans developed
under the EPA 319 Nonpoint Source
Protecbon.Program and ather programs
inelude healthy watershe S
groundwater aswell asin

+ Participate m NRCS State Techaival
Comnuitee and Local Working Groups o

help priontize source water protec
‘copcemsand oppormniies

*Note: Many groups are invested in protecting the public’s sources of drinking water. Depending on your area,
Source Water Partners might include water utilities, local watershed groups, technical assistance providers,
non-governmental organizations, or local governments, e.g. planning commissions.

The Source Water Collaborative, twenty-nine national entities representing federal, state, and
local partners, works together to protect drinking water sources for generations to come.

MOVING AHEAD TOGETHER

CONSERVATION DISTRICT PARTNER

= |ocal entities set up by state statute, often
corresponding with ecunties

Recognized local leader in nonpeint source
water quality and quantity, soil health, and
watershed planning on agricuitural, forested,
and urban fands

Provides technical assistance and education
and is 2 frusted resource for farmers, private
landowners, and local governments on soil
and water conservation projects

Participates in USDA/NRCS State Technical
Committee and leads Local Working Groups to
assist in identifying state and local priorities for
NRCS funding and technical assistance

= integral part of the Conservation Partnership
implementing the Farm Bill

» State Association of Conservation Districts:

contact the Executive Director or President
https://www.nacdnet.org/general-
resources/conservation-district-directary/

» State Conservation Agency: find staff

contact hitps//www.nascanet.org/find-
your-state-rep/

» State Office of the USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service: contact the Assistant
State Conservationist for Programs htips:/
www.nres.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/
national/contact/states/

* Participate in ot iitiate state;
regianal, and locaisol
collaborat

- : e
coliaberate-toalkit/map/}

sourcewater

COLLABORATIVE
SourceWaterCollaborative.org



The 2018 Farm Bill emphasizes protection of drinking water sources: The conference report reserves 10 percent of covered
conservation funding for the protection of sources of drinking water, allows community water systems to work with State Technical
Committees to identify local priority areas for source water protection, and allows additional incentives for practices that protect
source water. (House-Senate Conference Report)

Opportunities:

- Participate in State Technical Committee identification of priority source water watersheds:
Identify partners and help develop applications for key programs (National Water Quality Initiative, Regional Conservation
Partnership Program, Joint Chiefs Landscape Restoration Partnership, the Environmental Quality Incentives Program.
easement, and other conservation programs);
Provide outreach to engage landowners in priority areas.

.

Conservation Districts play an important role in providing technical assistance, identifying funding, and bringing partners to
source water protection projects:

Rhode Island: The Northern Rhode Island Conservation District partnered with the Providence Water Supply Board and the state
of Rhode Island on a source water protection project to protect Providence Water Supply Board's Scituate Reservoir, funded by

a $3.9 million US Forest Service Forest Legacy program grant. The project established conservation easements on 716 acres

on 14 key properties in the Scituate Watershed. The Scituate Reservoir Watershed spans five towns in western Rhode Island

and is arguably the most important forested area in the State; providing drinking water for 60 percent of the State's population
(962,570 residents) and is the location for 61 percent of commercial timber harvests in the last 10 years. The Northern Rhode Island
Conservation District played an essential role in outreach to landowners.

Supporting parties: Providence Water Supply Board; Rhode Island Woodland Partnership; The Nature Conservancy: Rhode
Istand Audubon Scciety; Scituate Conservation Commission; Scituate Land Trust, Rhode Island Land Trust Council; Rl Dept. of
Administration, Division of Planning; and North West Rhode Island Supporters of Open Space.
hitps.//www.nacdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/SR_Fallio.pdf

lowa: Plymouth County Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD) partnered with the City of Remsen, lowa to reduce nitrate in
municipal drinking water wells. The Plymouth County SWCD played a key role in the development of the source water protection
plan, and made the local community contacts that initiated the planning process. The District provided substantial technical
support in the plan's development, including identifying and providing a GIS map of critical lands near the public wells, making
initial contact with landowners, contacting the local Pheasants Forever president and chapter members, providing cost estimates
of a native grass seeding plan for the critical lands, enrolling eligible Conservation Reserve Program acreage, and providing
information on proper maintenance of the lands.

Supporting parties: Remsen Utilities Board; Local landowners; Plymouth County Sanitation; Plymouth Soil & Water Conservation
District; USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service; Plymouth County Pheasants Forever with Youth Council; lowa Department
of Natural Resources; lowa Department of Agriculture & Land Stewardship; Division of Soil Conservation; Watershed Improvement
Review Board: Sioux Rivers Resource Conservation & Development, lowa Department of Natural Resources Drinking Water State
Revolving Fund.

hitps:/sourcewatercollaborative org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Remseniowa_FINAL ndf

Pennsylvania: Schuylkill River, drinking water source for nearly 2 million people

Agriculture: Berks County Conservation District led a workgroup that completed farm improvement projects such as streambank
fencing, riparian buffer plantings, animal crossings, and worked with USDA's Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) on the
selection of projects for Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) funding. They implemented a "whole farm” approach,
addressing all of the major pollution problems at each site.

Acid Mine Drainage: The Schuylkill County Conservation District and the Schuylkill Headwaters Association led an effort resulting
in significant progress in remediating or eliminating abandoned mine drainage, restoring floodplains, and educating and involving
the public in the effort to improve the quality of the river as a resource.

Stormwater: The workgroup partners with municipalities, government agencies, water suppliers, other watershed organizations
and schools to implement best management practices. Montgomery County Conservation District helped install a large rain
garden to process stormwater from a parking lot and athletic fields at a local high school.

For more information on the Schuylkill Action Network: www.schuylkillwaters.org



