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Northern Plains Region Board Meeting Notes 
Friday, November 13, 2020: 8:00 am Central, 7:00 am Mountain 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6111394783  
Meeting ID: 611 139 4783 
One tap mobile 
+13462487799 Passcode:  6111394783# US  
+14086380968 Passcode:  6111394783# US  
 
Agenda 
Roll Call ..................................................................................... Orval Gigstad, Region Chair  
Kansas: Allen Roth, Bevin Law, Jerry Clasen, Bill Simshauser, Cindy Pulse, Karen Woodrich   
Montana: Steve Hedstrom, Jeff Tiberi, Rebecca Boslough, Dick Iverson   
Nebraska: Orval Gigstad, Dean Edson  
North Dakota: Roger Christensen, Sarah Tunge, Morgan Hochsprung, Aaron Field   
South Dakota: Karl Jensen, Franny Fritz, Angela Ehlers, Jeff Zimprich, Jack Majeres  
 
Additional outside of region: Sal Salinas (NRCS), Mary Scott (NACD)  
 
Executive Board Report ........................................................................................ Bevin Law 
They met on Oct 27 and the main discussion was on annual meeting and review of financials.  
Peter green was on the call to discuss annual meeting options.  The hotel was trying to be 
accommodating for a smaller event, but an all virtual event was decided as the approach.   
 
S and E committee:  They discussed this year’s stewardship theme.  Everyone should make sure 
the phrase is the correct and current one (Healthy Forests, Healthy Communities).  
Marketplace sales are low.  Some masks have been selling.  Photo and poster contest deadlines 
Dec 1st.  Folks are encouraged to submit sooner rather than later.  The Conservation Careers 
Workshop is moving forward, likely virtual as well. Keith has been working on the planning; 
important support from NRCS and USFS makes this event possible.   
 
Region Leadership Election Discussion  ................................... Orval Gigstad, Region Chair 
A nomination role will be completed by Steve Hedstrom.  We can do all positions: Executive 
Board, Region Chair, and Region Vice chair.  A slate will be ready to go on the December call 
and online voting will be used.   If you’re interested, contact Sunni or Steve.  
 
Missouri River Team Update  
Dick Iverson:  They are working on draft EIS for pallid sturgeon (improve habitat for spawning- 
flow and temperature are important for success). The draft document has been delayed to 
collect data on pump sites.  They are planning on a Dec 2020 release of that document.  
Getting the info updated has been a challenge. Dick attended annual operation plan meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6111394783
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to ensure irrigators needs are met.  Lots of MRRIC meetings, all have been virtual since last 
year.   
Jack Majeres:  Distinction of Upper and Lower River reaches:  Upper goes to lake Francis, lower 
is below that.  Reached out to Upper Niobrara (Pat) about the work they are leading on water 
quality and sediment.  Still trying to connect.   
Big Sioux River: Flows out of east side of SD.  There is an ongoing project for the last 12 years to 
improve water quality.  Skunk creek has been delisted for sediment, and they are moving 
forward with delisting for bacteria.  Working with MN SWCDs and IA to expand the work into 
other states.   
 
NACD Government Affairs Update  .................................................................... Mary Scott 
Elections are the most talked about item right now.  They are working on connecting with new 
congress and administration to convey the role and needs of conservation districts.  
They have been working on comments on the U.S. Forest Service Proposed Rule: Assessing 
Fees for Excess and Unauthorized Grazing. This will bring the USFS up to speed with BLM 
approach.  (Comments attached)  
Wildlfire is another big topic.  They are hoping congress will pass relief bills.  Messaging bills 
have come out, like Save Our Forest Act; building capacity of USFS to take preventive 
measures.  There is hope this momentum continues.   
 
NACD Report  ..................................................................................... Sunni Heikes-Knapton 

• Annual Meeting Virtual format update:  NACD’s 75th Annual Meeting, scheduled to be 
held from Feb. 1-10, 2021, will celebrate the theme “NACD’s 75th Anniversary: A 
Diamond out of the Dust.” Please stay tuned to your email for updates, or subscribe to 
our annual meeting newsletter if you haven’t already, as registration will be launching 
soon. If you have any questions or comments about the virtual annual meeting, please 
email us at events@nacdnet.org. 

• Technical Assistance Grants for 2021:  We are currently working to secure another 
round of funding.   

• November Urban and Community webinar:  Oklahoma project feature: Yard by Yard.  
12-1 PM Eastern time (11 am – 12 PM central, 10-11 am Mountain) on November 18th.   

• Friends of NACD District Grant: Deadline November 30, 2020.  Four awards of $2,500 
will be given to the selected districts.  

• Urban Ag Community Grant program 2021:  RFP will open before the end of the year, 
and to stay tuned for eResource for updates. 

• A feature story was written about the Belle Fourche River Watershed Partnership and a 
shorter version will run in the next NACD Resource.  The longer version will be available 
online.  

• Poster and Photo contest:  Still planning to select and recognize poster winners at the 
virtual annual meeting.  Photo contest: people can submit up to 5 photos in four 
categories (Conservation Practices, Close-up Conservation, Conservation in Action, 
Agriculture and Conservation Across America). There are cash prizes for top photos.  

https://www.nacdnet.org/news-and-events/annual-meeting/
mailto:events@nacdnet.org
https://www.nacdnet.org/general-resources/stewardship-and-education-materials/contests/
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• Membership Report:  

 Total in FY 2019 Total in FY 2020 
Kansas $36,452.85 $34,592.82 
Montana $15,930.50 $16,485.00 
North Dakota $33,554.00 $32,841.50 
Nebraska $30,416.00 $28,741.00 
South Dakota $20,422.00 $18,376.00 
 $136,775.35 $131,036.32 (3rd of 7) 
Northern Plains:  Decrease of 4.2%  
National: Decrease of 4.56% 
Second to highest per state payment ($26,207 after SC $26,572) 
Highest payment average for all districts in a region ($417.31)  
Average paid per district ($520) 

 
• NACD update on 2018 CSP and EQIP Farm Bill rules. With NACD input, improvements 

were made to engage LWGs and state technical committees input on CSP program.  For 
EQIP, the final rule helps landowners with expiring Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
contracts to implement an EQIP contract on that land as it re-enters production. And it 
ensures that EQIP-funded Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plans can be 
implemented progressively and not all at once.  See the blog by Govt Affairs manager 
Eric Hansen.   

• No update on Trillion Trees Program. Unsure of fate with change in administration.  
 
Updates: States, Committee, RPGs, NASCA, NRCS, NCDEA Updates* 
 
NRCS: Working through the fiscal year, they were able to provide the service and meet their 
goals.  Many state cons worked hard to achieve this.  Initial allocations for states have been 
moving forward.  They are prepared to work through a change in the administration.  Hopefully 
people have been able to participate in state technical advisory committees.   
Covid is still lingering and is requiring work being done differently.  Many central region and 
northern plains states are seeing increases.  Many NRCS and FSA employees have tested 
positive, so many safety mechanisms have been put in place.   
They have advertised for summer intern program.  Applicants for their states should be 
connected by mid-December.  They do have a direct hire authority for 1525 new employees. 
State cons have submitted their requested number.  First vacancy announcement will be 
coming out shortly. This should help with staffing needs.  Because it is direct hire, the 
application is a bit more streamlined.  Potential hires can be directed more quickly through the 
hiring process.  Had a call with NCP and discussed the annual meeting.  Jeff Zimprich 
announcing retirement.  Jeff will be missed and he is thanked for his work over the years.   
Jeff Zimprich: They finalized selection of new pathways students.  These are students 
graduating in 2022 and 2023.  State technical advisory committee will operate with virtual and 
in person options.  They can adjust those as needed.  Jeff is very grateful for the friendships 
that have been made over the years.   

https://www.nacdnet.org/2020/11/04/nacd-government-affairs-update-on-nrcss-eqip-and-csp-final-rules/
https://www.nacdnet.org/2020/11/04/nacd-government-affairs-update-on-nrcss-eqip-and-csp-final-rules/


 
    National Association of Conservation Districts 

 
Karen: Interviewing for pathways students as well.  They had more slots than applicants, so 
they are hoping to fill 15.  They have submitted their direct hire request.   
 
NASCA:  Cindy Pulse (via chat): Nothing major to report.   
 
NCDEA:  They hosted a department of labor speaker on FMLA and how it relates to Covid 19.  
Discussed rules for districts and how it impacts HR. They have posted the slides on their 
website.  Their monthly leadership seminars continue with great attendance.  The next on is 
planned. They are finalizing their agreement with NRCS for professional development trainings.   
 
ISRPG:  Working on Resolutions (sunsetting). Rewriting resolution on Inspectors for ports of 
entry, so that it applies at national level.   
Pres Assoc:  Looking at having meetings at virtual meeting.  Online auctions, activities are being 
planned.   
Forestry:  Working on Resolutions: Making progress on those submissions.   
 
State updates:  
KS: Annual meeting is planned for November 22-24.  Break out sessions will be virtual, with 
some awards in person.  They completed a conservation tour in NW Kansas and a virtual water 
conference with Governor.   
MT: Convention planned for Nov 18 and 19.  Rebecca Boslough is the new ED.  She is excited to 
be working in the position.   
SD: Did their convention. No changes in leadership. Reference to Belle Fourche River feature 
story.  
NE: Board meeting was held on Monday- they are dealing with insurance and NARD’s new 
property.  District in Norfolk gave an update on their work on Nitrate levels.   
ND:  Just changed their plans for their annual meeting.  Working on virtual area meetings and 
state meeting.  
 
Next meeting (Proposed):  Friday, December 11, 2020- 9 am central, 8 am mountain   
 
Attendees were asked what their personal limit for being on a virtual meeting platform.  
Most said 3 to 4 hours, with some saying 5 hours.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 9 AM Central, 8 AM Mountain.   


